
ROBERT SORBY & TREND PRIZES! 




SHEDDI 

SHOWCAI 



Cupnnoi 

Shed of the Year 
2015 

Overall Winner 


We go inside this year’s winning 
sheds in our 17-page special 

Details of the 2016 Shed of the Year 
competition & how you can enter... 



PLUS 


Cuprihol 



AISO... 

• japanese carpentry comes to Wiltshire - Michael Huntley reports 

• Around the House: Phil Davy's guide to making your own picture frames 

• Solutions: keeping your workshop warm this winter 



ONLY £ 4.25 
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Ironmongery direct 


MASTERS OF OUR TRADE 



15,000 PRODUCTS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY 




ORDER BY 8PM 
GET IT NEXT DAY 


FREE DELIVERY 
OVER £45* 


^ FREE RETURNS 
WITHIN 30 DAYS 



MINIMUM 
5 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 


a 


LOW 

TRADE 

PRICES 


DOWNLOAD OUR FREEAPP 

AppStore 



|| CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week M ONLINE Shop 24/7! 

■ 0808 168 28 28 9 IronmongeryD/recf.com FIND US ON ► oo 




































GW’s 300th issue - definitely reason to celebrate! 


Welcome 


Hello and welcome to our 300 th issue! Can this really be happening?! Apparently 
so! I must say that I feel very honoured to be part of such a wonderful team and 
have the privilege of working with so many great people each month in putting 
together a magazine that is so well loved by its readers (and by us!) A massive 
thankyou must go out to everyone who has continued to support the magazine 
over the years - we couldn't have done this without you. 

To show our gratitude we've given over an extra 10 pages of fantastic content 
for you to enjoy, making issue 300 a bumper edition at 100 pages long! The stars 
of the show this month have to be the finalists and of course, the winner, of this 
year's Shed of the Year competition, p 3 l. We bring you an exclusive interview 
with founder Andrew Wilcox, p 32 , and give you a glimpse into these amazing 
sheds and the people behind them, before announcing the overall winner, 

Walter Micklethwait, p47 (pictured above). Prepare to be amazed and get 
ready to become shed-obsessed! 

We also have a brand-new series from woodworking and furniture-making guru 
John Bullar, p24, whose 12-part series will take you through the steps for setting 
up a workshop and choosing the best tools for the jobs in hand. Michael Huntley 
also starts his new series on Japanese joinery and reports from one of his recent 
masterclasses, p 53 

Mike Warren shows us a great table project for using up offcuts, p 6 o, we have 
a lovely festive tea-light holder design, p 6 o, and while we're on the festive theme, 
Les Thorne shows you how to make three fun Christmas tree decorations, p 8 o. 

Phil Davy looks at picture framing in 'Around the House', p69, Barrie Scott 
investigates how wooden sailing ships are being rebuilt in Normandy, p 88 , and 
Andy King thinks the DeWalt DCN660 2 nd Fix Nailer is the best thing since sliced 
bread, pi 6 . Enjoy! 


Tegan Foley, Editor 



Tegan Foley Andy King Dave Roberts Phil Davy 

Editor Technical Editor Consultant Editor Consultant Editor 


We endeavour to ensure all techniques shown in Good Woodworking are safe, but take no responsibility for readers’ actions. Take care when woodworking and 
always use guards, goggles, masks, hold-down devices and ear protection, and above all, plenty of common sense. Do remember to enjoy yourself, though. 


Contact us 


Editorial 01689 869 848 Email tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com 
Post Good Woodworking, Enterprise Way, Edenbridge, KentTN8 6HF 
See the panel on the right for a full list of magazine contacts 
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cover 

31 

Shed of the 
Year 2015 
competition 
winners 

17 pages of the 
most unique 
sheds you'll 
ever see, plus 
the ultimate 
champion! 


Start furniture making 24 

Pro furniture maker John Bullar kicks 
off his new series by looking at workshop 
set-up and reveals his top tips for getting 
it right from the start 

Waste not, want not 60 

Do you have some offcuts and scraps 
lying around the workshop? Mike Warren 


shows you a great way of using them 
up and making them into something 
spectacular with this fantastic table 



Projects 


Getting scrappy! 60 

Mike Warren shows you how to build this 
attractive and highly effective table using 
pieces of scrap wood 

Starry night 62 

Simple and seasonal, Phil Davy's great little 
Christmas idea is a beautiful candleholder 

Turning festive 80 

Les Thorne gets in the mood for Christmas 
and shows you how to turn three fun 
decorations for your tree 


Techniques 

Workshop set-up 24 

John Bullar takes you through the steps for 
setting up a workshop and choosing the best 
tools for the jobs in hand 

A subtle magic? 50 

Dave Roberts discusses japanese tools and 
the fact it's impossible not to admire their 
engineering and finesse... 

Japanese carpentry comes 
to Wiltshire 53 

Michael Huntley tells us about the japanese 
carpentry masterclass he ran earlier this year 

Warm workshops 85 

Gemma Hunt suggests a number of ways in 
which you can keep your workshop warm 
this winter and shows you a number of 
woodburning stoves, all perfect for the job 

People & places 

Shed of the Year competition 
- 2015 winners! 31 

We show you all the winning sheds and 
bring you an exclusive interview with 
'Head Sheddie' and founder Andrew Wilcox 

The Sails of Hope 88 

A dream to start a project rebuilding and re¬ 
floating pre-war wooden sailing ships to aid 
a local maritime community is now thriving 
in its 25th year, and at its heart? Carpenters! 


Your favourites 


News 8 

Courses 12 

Around the House 
Letters & makers 76 

Next month 96 

Michael’s Musings 98 



Bosch Wireless Charging System 

DeWalt DC660 2 nd Fix Nailgun 

Albion Hobbies abrasives 

Razor Shark Diamond Pocket Field 
Sharpening Kit 



f 

j. 








Subscribe to 

Good Woodworking 
for a FREE 
copy of Windsor 
Chairmaking & a 
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DeWalt DCN660 
2nd Fix Nailer 

Gets the full five stars 16 
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deluxe sharpening system 
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Les Thorne 
gets festive... 

... and shows you 
how to turn three 
fun decorations 80 



Picture framing what woodbumer? 

made easy Gemma Hunt looks at a range 

Phil Davy shows you how 69 of heating options for you 85 
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TABLE 

SAWS 

CTS10D 



CLK3 LEG STAND KIT FOR 
CTS10D- £29.99 INC VAT. r 
LEG STAND KIT FOR 
CTS11 -£27.59 INC VAT 


Glarke 

CTS14 


| > l«ll fe hfll DISC SANDER 
pMI lilt (305MM) 

• Powerful, bench 
disc sander* 

• No load 
disc speed: 

1490rpm 
• 305mm 
Disc Dia. (1 x 
60 grit sanding 
disc included) 

• Dimensions 

I (LWH): . _ _ _ _ 

440x437 ^19 

x386mm CDS300B 



VAC 

KING 
WET 
& DRY 
VACUUM 
CLEANERS' 


Clarlns 


SHEET 
SANDERS 



• Compact, high 
performance 
wet & dry 
vacuum 
cleaners for use 
around the home, 
workshop, garage 
etc. 

* SS = Stainless Steel 



TABLE SAW WITH 
EXTENSION 
TABLES (250mm) 

• Ideal for cross cutting, 
- , ripping, angle and 
mitre cutting 
| • Easy release 

/locking mechanism 
for table extensions 
0-45° tilting blade 
• Cutting depth: 
,72mm at 90° / 
excwaJ 65mm at 45° 
f £fjj| • 230V/50HZ, 
I™ Motor: 1800W, 
Shown with 


optional leg kit 
CLK5 £22.99 exc.VAT 
£27.59 inc.VAT 



V 



255mm 
MULTI¬ 
PURPOSE 
TABLE 
SAWS 


wi-mmvm 


MODEL 

THROAT 

MAX CUT MAX CUT 



DEPTH 

90° 

45° EXC.VAT 

INC.VAT 

CBS300 

305mm/12" 

165mm 

115mm £349.98 

£419.98 

CBS350 

1 

E 

o 

225mm 

160mm £449.00 

£538.80 



Clarkii 


MODEL 

SHEET SIZE 

MOTOR EXC.VAT INC.VAT 

IC0S200 

190X90mm 

150W 

wssam 

£16.79 

IC0N300 230X115mm 

330W 

£32.99 

£39.59 

iMakita 

JB0455* 

112X102mm 

200W 

£54.99 

£65.99 


CAPACITY EXC. 
MODEL MOTOR WET/DRY VAT 

INC. 

VAT 

CVAC20P 1250W 16/12ltr £47.99 

£57.59 

CVAC20SS* 1400W 16/12ltr £59.98 

£71.98 

CVAC25SS* 1400W 19/17ltr £64.99 

£77.99 

CVAC30SSR*1400W 24/21 Itr £86.99 

£104.39 


STAPLE/ 

NAIL GUNS 

• All models include 
nail/staple pack 
and tough moulded 
case 


C0NSN118U 




OVER 20 GREAT 
STYLES IN STOCK 


QUALITY CAST 
IRON STOVES 

TT 


:Mf electric 

Honeywell HEATERS 

Huge range of quality electric models - 
From DIY, trade to Industrial 

CZ-2104 



MODEL MAX TABLE EXC. INC. 
DEPTH CUT SIZE (mm) VAT VAT 
45° 90° 

£179.98 
£322.80 


I rUnYb 54mm /3mm bfl)X444E149.98n 


• Run big 3 phase 
woodworking 
machines 
from 1 phase 
supply 

• Variable 
output power 
to match HP 
of motor to 
be run 


STATIC PHASE 
CONVERTERS 

PC60 



|M 

[RAGE5i 55mm 79mm 868x444 £269.00 

*FURY power: 1500w (110V available) 

JRAGE power: 1800w/230V (110V available) 
table extensions included 

GliirlSI! CIRCULAR SAWS 

Great range of DM 


CONVERTERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 




MODEL 

STAPLE/NAIL EXC. 
TYPE GAUGE VAT 

INC. 

VAT 

CESNG1 

Electric 

22/18 

£19.98 

£23.98 

CCT48 

Cordless 
4.8v Ni-MH 

22/18 

£29.98 

£35.98 

CESNG2 

Electric 

18/18 

£39.98 

£47.98 

C0NSN18U Cordless 

18v Lithium-Ion 

18/18 

£109.98 

£131.98 


WAS £382.80 inc.VAT | 

t was £274.80 inc.VAT 

# was £322.80 inc.VAT 


iJ t was £382.80 inc.VAT laser guide 



includes 


PC20i 2HP 


PC40# 3.5HP 

PC601 5.5HP 


IQAmps £209.00 £250.80 


20Amps £249.00 £298.801 

32Ambs £299.00 £358.80 1 


BARREL 




CON 185*# 1600W 60/40 £56.99 £68.391 


1300W 60/45 £59.98 


# was £71.98 inc.VAT 


l«ll tool with 

ACCESSORY KIT 

• Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing, 


Variable speed 


Cliirlm BOLTLESS 
SHELVING BENCHES 



CMFT250 


car 

rar r*- ■ 

*HJi 


(evenly 

f|i distributed) 


Dust collection port 

• Inc. 5 sanding 
sleeves/ bobbins 

• 330mm table 
height 


MOTOR MAX THICK. EXC. 
CAPACITY VAT 



OSCILLATING 
. . . BOBBIN SANDER 

Provides exceptional finishes for deep 
& wide work pieces, front | 
edges & narrow inner curves | COBS1 I 



































































































































































































MODEL 

MOUNTING JAW / 

(WIDTH/OPENING W 
/DEPTHJmm EXC.VAT 

NC.VAT 

Clarke 

CHT152 

Bolted 

150/152/61 

£13.49 

£16.19 

Istanley 

Multi Angle 

Clamped 

72/60/40 

£16.99 

£20.39 

IRecord V75B Clamped 

75/50/32 

£19.98 

£23.98 I 

ICIarke WV7 

Bolted 

180/205/78 

£24.99 

£29.99 


TUR B0 AIR 

master COMPRESSORS 





WM 1 Inn II' Nil 1 1 I'l 1 IV'll 

Einhell 210/30 
TH-MS 2112 

55/120mm £56.99] 

\ Furv 3 210/25.4 

60/220mm£1 19.98 

Einhell 250/30 

TH-SM2534 

75/340mm£1 59.98 

Makita 260/30 
* LSI 040 

95/1 30mm£1 99.98 


ia«n ^y ARYT 00L 

CRT40 


ClairlEIS dovetail JIG 

• Simple, easy to set up & use for producing 
a variety of joints • Cuts work pieces with a 
thickness of 8-32mm • Includes a 1 / 2 " comb 
t emplate guide & holes for bench mounting 


£ 2 9 EX. VAT 

ppm 


ClurlEK |p t c ! e f t orstner 

• Contains 15,20, 25, 30 & 

35mm bits • Titanium 
nitride coated for 
improved 
cutting finish 


• Superb 

range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use * V-Twin 

m - 

Tiger 8/250 21 

Tiger 7/250 

Tiger 11/250 2.5HP 




Tiger 11/510 2.5HP 

Tiger 16/510* 3 HP 14.5 50ltr £219.98 

14.5 IQOItr £269.98 


Kit includes: 

• Height adjustable stand with clamp • Rotary tool 
• 1 m flexible drive • 40x accessories/consumables 

6" BENCH GRINDER 
vMI Ml WITH SANDING BELT 

• For sanding/shaping 98 

wood, plastic 49ex.vat 

& metal 



MODEL 

VOLTS BATTS 

EXC.VAT INC.VAT 

CCD180 

18V 1 

£36.99 

£44.39 

CDD240 

24V 1 

£39.98 

£47.98 

Bosch PSR18 

18V 1 

£54.99 

£65.99 

CONI 8Ni* 

18V 2 x Ni-Cd 

£59.98 

£71.981 

C0N18U 

18V 2 x Li-Ion 

£84.99 



PORTABLE 

pUII Ml thicknesser 


r|2K»|p fl » BENCH GRINDERS 
IpMI STANDS 


Oarl 


SCROLL SAWS 


Marin* 

B BOSCH 

Power Tools 


*DIY #Professional 
$ was £59.98 inc.VAT 





•120w, 230v 
motor • 50mm 
max cut thickness 
• 400-1,700rpm variable^ 
speed • Air-blower removes^ 
dust from cutting area 


MODEL 

POWER DEPTH 



(W) OF CUT EXC. 

INC 


(WOOD/STEEL) VAT 

VAT 

ICIarke CJS380* 

420W 55/6mm £12.99 

£15.59 

1 Clarke C0N750# 

750W 80/1 Omm £24.99 

£29.99 


MODEL 

MOTOR 

SPEED 

RPM 

EXC. 

VAT 

INC. 

VAT 

CSS400B 

umm 

1450 

£69.98 

£83.98 

CSS16V 

120 W 

400-1700 

£79.98 

£95.98 

ICSS400C* 90W 

550-1600 

£99.98 

£119.98 


Bosch PST700E*i 500W 70/4mm £44.99 £53.991 


i & D KSTR8K-GB# 600W 85/5mm £66.99 f 


BISCUIT JOINTER 


i:iarl»! routers 


BOSCH 


Clair ktt 


CR2 ROUTER 

£ 1 09 EX. VAT 

sf fm 

• Powerful heavy 
duty machine 
ideal for 

trade use ^ ___ 

• Variable 

speed control from ^ 

7,400-21,600 rpm • 2100W motor • 0-60mm 
plunge depth. 


CBG8W 
features 
8" whetstone &' 
6"drystone. 

# With sanding belt 




Mart’ll hardwood 

l>HII hi. WORKBENCH 

• Includes bench dogs and guide holes for 
variable work positioning • 2 Heavy Duty Vices 

• Large storage draw • Sunken tool trough 

• LxWxH 1520x620x855mm 





MODEL 

DUTY 

WHEEL 

DIA. 

EXC.VAT INC.VAT 

CBG6RP 

DIY 

150mm 

£35.98 

CBG6RZ 

PRO 

150mm 

£39.98 

CBG6RSC 

HD 

150mm 

£49.98 

CBG6SB# 

PRO 

150mm 

£49.98 

CBG6RWC 

HD 

150mm 

£54.99 

CBG8W (wet) HD 150/200mm £55.99 H? 


• 110OOrpm Operating Speed ■- 
• 14mm Cutting Depth J 




ROUTER TABLE 

CRT-1 


Router not Si 
included h 


BJ900 ' 


II 





*DIY 


MODEL MOTOR PLUNGE EXC.VAT INC.VAT 
(W) (mm) 

£47.98 
£95.98 



DRILL 

PRESSES 


tDS3 


DRILL 

• STANDS 

ft 


£79.98 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL 


BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297 
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977 

B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills 0121 7713433 
I BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799 

BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962 
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999 

BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 9351060 
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfield St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708 

CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675 
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424 

CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666 

CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402 

CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CHI 3EY 01244 311258 

COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. C01 1 RE 01206 762831 

COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227 

CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640 
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841 

DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434 

DERBY Derwent St. DEI 2ED 01332 290 931 

DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245 999 

| DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225140 

.EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfield Terrace 0131 659 5919 


* Converts your router 
11 into a stationary router 
table • Suitable for most 
routers (up to 155mm dia. Base plate) 

OPEN MON-FRI 8.30-6.00, 

SAT 8.30-5.30, SUN 10.00-4.00 


Drill not 
included 


EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744 

GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520 

GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231 

GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948 

GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435 

HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU91EG 01482 223161 

ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286 

IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253 
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400 

LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688 

LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036 
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484 

LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684 
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 
LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666 
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851 
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376 
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfield Rd. South 01623 622160 


020 8803 0861 
020 8558 8284 
020 7488 2129 
01582 728 063 
01622 769 572 


MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 
NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfield 
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd 
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TWI 4AW 
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk. 

WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfield Rd. Bilston 
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 


01642 677881 
01603 766402 
0115 9561811 
01733 311770 
01752 254050 
01202 717913 
023 9265 4777 
01772 703263 
0114 258 0831 
0208 3042069 
023 8055 7788 
01702 483 742 
01782 287321 
0191 510 8773 
01792 792969 
01793 491717 
020 8892 9117 
01925 630 937 
01942 323 785 
01902 494186 
01905 723451 



Calls to the catalogue request number above (0844 8801265) cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge 
For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&OE. 

























































































































































































The heart of the 
mobile workshop 


t £ 

| ifyfi 

45° can be assured. 

Fully enclosed 
guarding above 
and below the 
table not only 
ensures operator 
safety but provides jj 
very efficient dual * 
dust extraction 
points. The 
TWX7CS001 
Contractor Saw 
module is also 
supplied with a 
protractor guide that runs in the T-track rails 
on the Workcentre surface; combined with 
the bevel cut of the saw this enables 
compound precision mitre cuts to be made 
to meet complex requirements. Priced at 
£322.80, see www.tritontools.com. 




At the heart of every workshop is the 
workbench, and if you're serious about 
woodworking then a table saw is fairly high 
on the list thereafter. So with the launch of 
the new Triton Workcentre it makes perfect 
sense that one of the first fast switch-out 
modules for the system should be a highly 
featured table saw. 

The key concept of the TWX7 Workcentre 
is that every module operates as well as its 
standalone counterpart and in this respect 
the TWX7CS001 Contractor Saw module 
does not disappoint. This no-compromise 
contractor saw provides a versatile yet 
highly mobile table saw with premium cast 


aluminium table and a highly accurate dual 
locking point fence. The blade has both height 
and angle adjustment from a simple-to-use 
dial located at the front of the unit, so 
precision cuts up to 86mm and bevel angles to 


New dust separator from Axminster 


Dust separators work by being connected 
between the machine and extractor. This 
dust separator has a capacity of 110I so 
is considerably bigger than most small 
extractors. It can even be used on machines 
that create fine dust when the extractor 
would not normally be suitable for this type 
of machine. 

Made of sheet steel and fitted with castors, 
this is a sturdy unit. It has 63mm inlet and 


outlet fixtures, and is best suited for use 
with a vacuum extractor, such as the 
Axminster Trade NV750. Steel clips hold 
the lid on and a partial vacuum is created 
between the waste bag and the inside of 
the drum to ensure complete filling. A handy 
window shows when it is full. A well-made and 
useful machine with some assembly required. 
Priced at £129.96 (valid until 31 December 
2015), see www.axminster.co.ukfor more info. 
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GET INSPIRED 



DRILL PRECISE 
POCKET HOLES 
IN A FRACTION OF 
THE USUAL TIME! 


A tool-free adjustable fence 
allows complete control over 
pockets, allowing superior 
accuracy and consistency 
with every use. 


Adjustable 
fence for precise 
pocket depth 


Find your nearest stockist 


DB210 


kregtool.eu : mumm 


'Peter Sefton i* 0 

Furniture School = com 





ft it k Hvwk 

9 iTHjmh student 


Paul Smith 


Woodworking & 
Furniture Making 
Courses 


Lwro rotfait wood and make 
fine rumfrurf w* our tonj and 
sfwrt courses a! purpose-built 
workshops In Wfcrtf&icrslwe 


Short Cpur*t* include 
French PGbtunfti ■Rfiiirtitl'img, 
WftOd M shirting 
Dovetailing & Draw** Fating 
V*n wring & Laminating 

ffautirlg 
Sharpening, 
-Make a BP*' 
Uske a Tibi a" 
Beginners Course 


Verreeiingt 

4<$ay cwrH 


9 month student 


Call US on 01684 531014 


or fjnd ut anting Tar infor m*ttpn an all l he 


■+r*f W.pelfrrsefteirifurnnuf each 0*1 Com 






lronmongeiy/?//ecf 


MASTERS OF OUR TRADE 


Ulti-Mate II Tester Pack 


YOU WON’T HAVE 
TO TIGHTEN 
YOUR BUDGET... 

WITH OUR RANGE OF FIXINGS! 


1000 SCREWS 


ONLY 

£19.50 

mMm pack 


wood screws 

PACK CONTAINS 

200 of each: 4.0 x 25mm. 4.0 x 30mm. 
4.0 x 40mm. 4.0 x 50mm. 5.0 x 70mm. 

Order Code: 712743097 




ORDER BY 8PM 
GET IT NEXT DAY 


FREE DELIVERY 
i OVER £45* 


FREE RETURNS 
WITHIN 30 DAYS 


* MINIMUM 
5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


LOW 

TRADE 

PRICES 



^ ^ CA VMl 

|| CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week M ONLINE Shop 24/7! 

1 0808 168 28 28 V Ironmongery Directcom find us on ► oo 






































I News 


Keep tools tidy with 
Clarke tool chests 
& cabinets 



These professional quality, 
heavy-duty tool chests and cabinets 
are ideal for storing your hand and 
power tools. Many of the cabinets 
in the range feature 125mm 
chrome spoked wheels as well as 
an extra-large side handle for easy 
movement and aluminium pull 
handles. Each drawer is supplied 
with a protective anti-slip liner and 
feature ball-bearing drawer runners 
for super smooth sliding action. 

Each cabinet is designed with a 
foot brake and a special push-lock 
feature prevents drawers from 
opening accidentally or when the 
unit is tilted - all drawers will lock 
simultaneously when the top lid is 
closed. If extra storage is needed, 
a three drawer step-up modular unit can be added as well as side 
lockers. With a range of drawer combinations and a maximum load 
of up to 43kg per drawer, the Clarke HD Plus range starts from only 
£119.98. Models are available in a range of colours including, Blue 
Line Industrial, Black and Gold as well as Clarke Contractor Yellow. 
See www.machinemart.co.uk for the full range. 


Hitach brushless 
rotary hammer series 



Hitachi Power Tools has launched their AC 
Brushless Motor Rotary Hammer series for 
drilling larger holes - all with maintenance- 
free brushless motors and an optimised hammer 
mechanism for the fastest drilling speeds and highest demolition 
performance in their class. 

The DH40MEY, DH45ME and DH52ME Rotary Demolition Hammers 
have advanced features designed to reduce maintenance and increase 
durability. Constant speed control technology makes sure no 
demolition power is lost under load, and the continuous operation 
function keeps the tools running even when the trigger has been 
released, making for easier chiselling. Drill bits can be mounted with 
a single push, the variable-speed control can be changed at the touch 
of a button and the large trigger and mode select switch are easily 
accessible. 


With Hitachi's three-year warranty also available when registered 
online within four weeks of purchase, trade professionals can be 
assured of long service and peace of mind. Prices start from £739-20, 
see www.hitachi-powertools.co.uk. 


New pen turning products 
from Charnwood 

Charnwood has recently 
introduced a new range 
of pen turning products 
to their range, which 
includes 20 colourful 
acrylic blanks measuring 
19mm diameter x 130mm 
long. Being already round 
cuts down on turning 
time and also eliminates 
any chippings coming off. 
There are also two Camo 
acrylic banks and 12 coloured wood blanks, each measuring 20 x 20 x 
130mm. The pen collection starts with the standard 7mm slimline 
twist pens, which are available in gold, gun metal, chrome, copper 
and black chrome and come complete with matching click pencils, 
all available in the same colours. 

For the more adventurous turner, there are chunky cigar pens in gold 
and black, gold and gun metal, chrome and black and gun metal and 
black, with cigar pencils available in gold and black and chrome and 
black. Also in the range are the popular Sierra pens available in the 
same colour ranges. A selection of mini key chain pens in various 
colours and two Christmas tree decorations finish the range in gold 
and chrome. For more info, see www.charnwood.net. 



Done & dusted 


gives a two year 
no-cost period, which 
includes the same 
high level of cover. 

For more info and 
to watch a video of 
the tools in action, 
see www.hilti.co.uk/ 
drs-4a. 



Hilti has extended its range of harmonised Dust Removal Systems 
(DRS) with the launch of the TE DRS-4-A, an integrated attachment 
for the popular TE 4-A22 Cordless rotary hammer. 

Removing dust directly while drilling, the new product is both 
ergonomically designed and lightweight - weighing just lkg - 
meaning it can be used comfortably overhead and for long 
periods. The attachment is powered entirely by the rotary 
hammer's 22V battery, so no separate power source is required. 

The Hilti DRS portfolio ensures a cleaner, healthier and more 
productive working environment, as well as keeping tools and 
inserts cleaner and sharper, which in turn reduces downtime. 

The TE DRS-4-A is the latest product in the extensive Hilti range 
of harmonised DRS systems, whereby the tool, consumable, accessory 
and M-Class vacuum are designed to work together to remove the 
maximum amount of dust at the point of contact. 

Both the TE 4-A22 Cordless rotary hammer and the TE DRS-4-A 
attachment are available on the Hilti Fleet Management programme 
whereby a fixed monthly charge covers all tool, service and repair costs 
over 36 months. For customers who prefer to own their own products 
outright, Hilti's 
Lifetime Service 
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News 


D&M 

TOOLS 


D&M Tools’ most 
successful annual 
show ever! 


D&M Tools of Twickenham would like to send out a huge thank 
you to all the exhibitors and visitors who attended their 15th 
annual show in October and helped to make it the best to date. 

Visitors flocked from all over the UK to attend the exhibition of 
hand tools, power tools and woodworking machinery at Kempton 
Park Racecourse in Sunbury-on-Thames, which took place over the 
weekend of 9-11 October. 

This free event is frequently cited as the highlight of the 
woodworking calendar with probably the largest display of tools 
and accessories from all the leading brands. Visitors eagerly anticipate 
the opportunity to get their hands on the latest products, try out 
the kit, compare various brands and talk to the experts before 
taking advantage of the exclusive show deals and special offers. 

New exhibitors this year included Milwaukee with their "Big Red' 
demonstrator lorry appearing as part of their UK tour. The wonderful 
weather allowed visitors to enjoy the numerous outdoor displays as 
well as the two floors of indoor exhibition space. 

Woodworking experts including Andy King, Tibby Singh (BBC Young 
Carpenter of the Year who will also be appearing in GW in a few issues' 
time), Julian Collins and The Gentleman Joiner' Christopher Hall, were 
demonstrating and providing masterclasses throughout the weekend. 

Make a date now for next year's show, which will take place from 
7-9 October 2016. More details can be found on the dedicated show 
website: www.thetoolshow.com. 




Our own Andy King chatting to visitors Tibby Singh, BBC Young 
and manning the Makita stand Carpenter of the Year 


Makita LED 
work-light 

Makita has recently added a rugged site 
work-light to their range, which can be 
powered by mains or using Makita's high 
performance Li-ion batteries. The 20 0.5W 
LEDs provide a bright and even light and 
there is a full beam and low level setting on the simple push button 
control. The light unit is mounted in a rugged moulded carry cradle 
with flat base and top handle that can serve as a hanging bar. A simple 
rotating knob releases the angle setting, which can spin through 360°. 
Ideal for site operations this work-light features Makita Extreme 
Protection Technology, XPT, which protects against water and dust 
ingress. It has three tripod mounting options as standard. Using a 
4.oAh 18V Makita Li-ion battery the DML805 LED work-light has a 
continuous run time in high setting of 6.5 hours. Priced at £117, 
see www.makitauk.com for more info. 




silverlinetools.com 


fMOTMlIIM 


Prices correct at time of print. Images not to scale. Colours may vary. 
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COURSEDIARY 

Christmas is nearly here, so what better 
excuse than to head out and learn some 
new skills, just in time for the new year! 

December 

4-7 The apprentice’s dovetailed box 
17 & 18 Woodturning - make a small bowl 
18-20 Woodturning - bowls with texture 

West Dean College 
West Dean, near Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 oQZ 
Tel: 01243 811301 
Web: www.westdean.org.uk 

8 Pyrography - Ben Beddows 

11 Sharpening with Tormek * 

12 Scrollsaw course * 

16 Festool demo day * 

* Course held in Sittingbourne, Kent 
Axminster Tools & Machinery 

Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue, Axminster 
Devon EX13 5PH 
Tel: 08009 751905 
Web: www.axminster.co.uk 

7-11 Beginners furniture making (5 days) 

14- 16 Wood machining 

Peter Sefton Furniture School 
The Threshing Barn, Welland Road 
Upton Upon Severn, Worcester 
Worcestershire WR8 oSN 
Web: www.peterseftonfurnitureschool.com 

January 

15- 17 Green wood spoon carving 
15-18 Beginners’ simple furniture 
22-25 Woodturning bowls with wet 
& seasoned wood 

26 Woodturning - make a small bowl 
30 Woodcarving - a hand bowl 
31-5 Ladderback chair making 
31-5 Traditional upholstery techniques 

West Dean College 
West Dean, near Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 oQZ 
Tel: 01243 811301 
Web: www.westdean.org.uk 

9 Introduction to Leigh Jigs * 

11-12 & 21-22 Intro to the small lathe 
11-12 * 18-22 Beginners’ woodturning 
12 Turning a pestle & mortar * 

14 Pyrography - Ben Beddows 
18-19 & 28-29 Beginners routing 
20 Scrollsaws 
22 Bandsaws 

22 Sharpening with Tormek hand tools 
26 Fine-tuning hand planes 

28 Pen making * 

29 Woodturning refresher 

30 Spindle moulding * 

* Course held in Sittingbourne, Kent 
Axminster Tools & Machinery 

Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue, Axminster 
Devon EX13 5PH 
Tel: 08009 751905 
Web: www.axminster.co.uk 


Ready-to-buy 
furniture online 

Yorkshire furniture design firm Dovetailors has 
launched a new website to sell its latest range 
of ready-to-buy furniture online. The company, 
which designs and manufactures all its own 
products at Sunny Bank Mill in Leeds, has 
developed a capsule collection of furniture 
and shelving that can be ordered direct 
from anywhere in the UK. 

Creative Director David Wilson said the 
move followed a complete overhaul of the 
company's manufacturing processes to create 
a standard range of products that could be 
produced in small batches alongside the 
business' bespoke work. “It was very 
important to us that we maintained the 
profile of our bespoke work alongside our 
e-commerce business," said David. “What's 
really unique about our online offering is that 
it gives people the option to buy something 
exactly as they see it on the website or 
contact us to enquire about adapting it to 



ready-to-buy pieces of furniture 

their own tastes and requirements.” 

The new site also showcases the firm's 
ecclesiastical and commercial work, which 
David says is a growing part of the business. 
“We have completed a number of projects 
for Wakefield Cathedral and Sheffield 
Cathedral and we have an incredible amount 
of expertise in heritage and ecclesiastical 
work," he tells us. “We are also involved 
in some exciting projects with commercial 
product developers who team up with us 
to help them create prototypes and small 
batches during the design process." 

To see the new website for yourselves, 
visit www.dovetailors.co.uk. 


Glow tables 

'How on earth do they do that?' I can hear you saying. 
Well, the secret is out, thanks to industrial designer 
Mat Brown, who recently shared his method for creating 
wood shelves inlaid with glow-in-the-dark resin. Mike 
Warren (see his scrap ends table on page 60) then 
decided to release a tutorial showing how to fill 
the naturally formed voids in pecky cypress with 
photoluminescent powder mixed with clear casting 
resin. The effect is pretty amazing. We will be featuring 
the project in a few issues' time, but in the meantime, 
you can read through Mike's step-by-step instructions 
here: www.instructables.com/id/Glow-table. 


Duchy Timber 

Duchy Timber (www.duchytimber.co.uk) sources local wood and produces garden furniture, 
gates, fencing and more at its sawmill in Cornwall. Founded in 1958 as part of the Duchy of 
Cornwall estate, it is now privately owned and has recently become part of the Premier Forest 
Group. In recent years it has grown to become a state-of-the-art site, with a computer-controlled 
sawmill, timber drying kilns, a pressure treatment plant 
and extensive machining facilities. 

The company strongly believes in sustainability, hence 
the wood they use is sourced from within 50 miles of the 
sawmill in Lostwithiel and all processes are carried out on 
one site to reduce log miles. They also deal in a range of 
imported timber products from Scandinavia and further 
afield, which allows them to offer a true one-stop shop. 

For every tree used, the company plants three more. 

It is FSC® certified and uses wood sourced only from 
sustainably managed forests. Each product uses three 
times more wood than average to ensure quality, 
durability and longevity. 



Duchy Timber’s gold badge signifies 
quality and sustainably produced 
products 



Mike Warren will be showing you how 
to fill voids with photoluminescent 
powder in a future issue 
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News 


OFFCUTS 

Paul Sellers’ woodworking masterclass 

Woodworking Masterclasses is the website 
for Paul Sellers, who teaches internet-based 
hand tool instruction. You can register for 
a free membership that allows you access 
to a number of videos and the first one, 
or two, of each project. Paid membership, 
of approximately £10 per month, gives 
you access to all of the projects on the site. 
Each project introduces new joints and/or 
hand tools. Paul Sellers does not try to sell 
you any brand-new tools; he specifically 
steers you towards second-hand ones from 
eBay. See woodworkingmasterclasses.com 
to find out more. 


Rustic stool making workshop 

Come along to New Caledonian Woodlands, 
an Edinburgh-based charity and 
environmental enterprise on 5 December 
for this two-day course introducing you 
to the processes involved with green 
woodcarving and rustic furniture making. 

Using basic tools, you will make a stool 
to show off at home. New Caledonian 
Woodlands will provide all the materials and 
show you techniques for working with green 
and seasoned wood. All you need to do is 
bring yourself and some warm clothing. 

You will be provided with expert guidance, 
hot lunch, teas, coffees and of course, 
biscuits. See www.craftscotland.org. 


The Wood Green Christmas Fair 

Head out and visit Oakleigh Fairs' Christmas 
Crafts at Wood Green event from 12-13 
December in Cambridgeshire. Whatever the 
weather, you can visit the indoor arena and 
sample and buy from a wide range of arts, 
craft and gift stalls where you might 
find anything from jewellery and other 
accessories, handicrafts, hand-made cards, 
photography, candles, aromatherapy 
products, through to ceramics and a range 
of turned items. Food and drink will include 
wine, real food as well as chocolates and 
other confectionery. See www.oakleighfairs. 
co.ukfor more info. 



Reader Ads 


Machinery 


Delta wood lathe: 863mm between centres, dial-up speed from 500-20,oorpm, 
fully rotating headstock and steel stand; £150 OVNO 

© 01202 892 902 (Dorset) 

Record CLI lathe: four-speed belt change, bowl turning attachment, 914m 
between centres, solid bed bars, % x i 6 tpi, lMT. Includes Teknatool Supernova 
Chuck, I * 3 A x i 6 tpi, two sets of jaws, woodworm screw and Multistar micro chuck, 
% x i 6 tpi. Very good condition; £275 + P&P - can be collected 

© 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire) 

Hammer C3-31 woodworking machine and attachments. Excellent condition, 
hobby use only, single phase includes table saw, thickness planer and spindle 
moulder; £3,250 © 07714 767 505 (Glasgow) 

Kity 6 i 3 bandsaw. 180mm depth of cut, includes stand, blades and inserts 
for table; £275 - buyer collects 

© 01497 847 065 (Hereford) 


Power tools 


Bosch GOF1300 Ace V 2 router with micro adjuster, side fence - for DIY use only. 
Very good condition; £75 + P&P, or can be collected 

© 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire) 

Bosch 900 Ace % router with micro adjuster and side fence; £50 + P&P, or can be 
collected © 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire) 


Miscellaneous 


Leigh Dovetail jig Super 18. Very little DIY use only. VRS router support and chip 
collector, unused; £350 + P&P, or can be collected © 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire) 

Leigh FMT jig Pro model. Very little DIY use only. £350 + P&P, or can be collected 

© 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire) 

Bundle of various timber suitable for a model maker: beech, ash, oak, lime, etc.; 
£10 for the lot, plus P+P © 01409 253149 (Devon) 



Simply fill out this form, including your name 
and address, and post it to: 

Reader Ads, Good Woodworking, Enterprise 
Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF 

If you don’t want to cut up your magazine, you 
can photocopy this coupon or simply write out 
your ad on a sheet of paper and send it to us. 

Alternatively, if your advertisement is for goods 
worth less than £500, you can email the details 
to tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com 


I am a private advertiser. Please enter my advertisement in the Reader Ads in the following category: 

□ Wanted or □ For Sale under the following heading 

□ Hand tools □ Power tools □ Timber 

□ Machinery □ Turning □Miscellaneous 

My advertisement reads as follows: 


□ My advertisement is for more than £500 .1 enclose a cheque for £10 made payable to My Time Media Ltd 


Name. 


Address. 


Postcode. 


©. 
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Woodworking 

Kit &Toois 

New products 

Andy King, Technical Editor 
andy.king@mytimemedia.com 


tools and tests 




Charging is but 
a cradle away 

Is the Bosch Wireless 


Charging System ahead 
of its time? Ideally 
suited to bench use 


and assembly work, the 
technology holds great 
promise for the future 



A As long as the tool or battery sits central 
to the charger, it will continue to charge 


T he race among manufacturers for 
the most powerful Li-ion batteries 
has taken a side step in the Bosch 
camp and moved into a whole new area. 

Instead of the higher Amp Hour batteries 
designed for long run times to minimise 
down times, this latest innovation is almost 
a step back in time to the very first drills 
where they sat on a trickle charge cradle. 

How does it work? 

This wireless system from Bosch is poles apart 
from this and indeed, it relies on induction 
poles to do its magic, a primary coil in the 
charging base and the secondary one in the 
battery itself. When these are placed in close 
proximity to each other the charging cycle 
begins, transferring the energy from the base 
station to the battery. Clever stuff. But where 
does it fit in the scheme of things for us 
woodworkers? The tools themselves remain 
identical to the current Bosch Li-ion range; 
any tools that take the 18V batteries are fully 


compatible so you can upgrade existing kit 
by purchasing a charging base and a battery. 

The benefits 

So what are the benefits of having a battery 
always fitted? In principle, over time the 
constant swapping of batteries to recharge 
them will cause wear and tear and damage 
to terminals both on the tool and the battery, 
which is handily eliminated here. 

In the workshop, keep the charger on the 
bench and simply place the tool directly on the 
charging plate, where it will continue to top 
up. The charger also has a cradle that will lock 
around the battery for tools that won't sit on 
the battery in a stable manner, sliding into 
the cradle to hold it in the correct position. 

For on-site work, there is also a cradle and 
other options that can be connected up to 
your vehicle wiring system via the cigarette 
lighter socket, to charge the tools as you go 
and to provide a trickle charge as needed. 
However, despite the pluses the system has, 
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Bosch wireless charging system 1 



A Sit the battery offcentre and the charger shows A The blue outer cradle allows the battery 

a red light to indicate that it needs repositioning to slide in and be held securely 




A The cradle can be screwed down 
to secure the charger 





A This allows top heavy tools such 
as this jigsaw to sit on the charger 


A Flat-pack assembly is a great application for 
the drill, charging while parts are positioned... 


A ...and easily in reach for driving in 
the fixings as needed 


for me, it isn't really a site-friendly system 
just yet; you still need power to connect 
the charger and this has to be where you're 
working, which isn't always available on-site. 
Alternatively, despite a few current 'on the van' 
charging options now available, there may be 
a need for a secondary source on your vehicle 
if it isn't going to drain the main battery if the 
engine isn't running. 



A The batteries have the same identical power 
indicator as the standard type 


Workshop drilling 

Alongside this, high drain applications 
will soon deplete a battery, so it negates 
the benefit of constant charging in such 
situations as it will not keep up with demand. 

There are 4Ah batteries now using this 
wireless platform but if pushed hard, these 
will still get their power consumed too quickly 
to replenish sufficiently fast enough. 

However, I have to say that the 2Ah 
batteries supplied do take a charge very 
quickly. Taking a brand new battery and 
checking the charge state it showed one light 
and within 20 minutes of cradle charging, 
it was fully charged. So while this system 
has good grounding and does work very well 
indeed, for me, the jury's out at the moment. 

Its real suitability is in areas where drilling 
and driving applications are commonplace, 
but in a workshop rather than a site situation 
where power sources can often be remote. 
However, the docking station for a vehicle will 


Prices 

Our product prices reflect 
typical values as we go to 
press. We cannot guarantee 
these prices, though, and 
thoroughly recommend 
that you shop around. 


How we rate... 

★ Don’t get your hopes up oryour wallet out! 

★★ Well, it works but really needs improvement 

★★★ Performs well, but you will find better 

★★★★ Great performance and value for money 

★★★★★ So good, even Andy would get his wallet out! 


certainly be beneficial if it won't impact 
on the vehicle's needs in such situations. 

Conclusion 

I think this technology is ideally suited for 
bench use and assembly work where it can 
be used regularly throughout the day but in 
an intermittent manner, which will allow it to 
work its magic on the cradle where it picks up 
the charge as soon as it's placed on its base 
when not in use. But of course, you have to 
get in the habit of remembering to put it on 
the cradle every time you put it down! 023 


The Woodworking Verdict 


+ Battery constantly charges on the cradle; 
works especially well in the workshop 

- A power supply is still needed on-site; vehicle 
charging ideally suited when engine is running 

Rating ★★★V 

Typical price: Charging cradle plus l x 2Ah 
battery - £99; 

GSB18VLI2W (2 x 2Ah battery, cradle 
& GSB18V drill) - £199 
Battery: 2Ah wireless (4Ah also available) 
Charge time: 45mins (2Ah) 

Battery voltage: 18V 
Web: www.bosch.co.uk 
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I Kit & Tools 


Consistent, simple 
& powerful 




Could this new nailer be the best 
thing since sliced bread? 

Well, yes! Gone 
are the days C 
of gas-powered 
nailers; say hello 
to the DCN660! 


I was very impressed by the DCN66o's 
performance and felt I was in no danger 
of being caught short for power here, either 
from the battery draining quickly nor the gun 
itself lacking power. 

The nature of cutting to size then pinning 
each component ensures that a full day's 
power off just one battery is well within the 
realms of possibility, and in fact, from my own 
findings and its ability to cope with everything 
I asked of it, an absolute reality. I am still in 
awe of just how good this gun is! 


battery will keep the weight down that 
little bit more, which is a definite bonus. 

While 2.oAh sounds quite paltry by today's 
standards, especially on an 18V platform, this 
gun will fire around 800 nails on one battery 
at this 2Ah capacity. This is something I put 
to the test by second fixing a four bedroom 
house for a builder friend, fixing architraves 
and doorstops to 16 linings and also pinning 
the skirtings to the stud framework, using 
a combination of 63mm and 50mm nails, 
all completed using just one 2Ah battery. 


1 0 years ago, way back in issue 156 
when I reviewed the DeWalt DC618 
2nd Fix Nailer, it was a tool that blew 
me away with its ability to not only keep up 
with, but to outfire its gas powered rivals. 
Since then, a couple of years back, DeWalt 
topped this feat by harnessing the power of 
Li-ion batteries as well as the new brushless 
motor technology to release a gun that fired 
90mm first fix nails; a truly spectacular 
achievement, so it makes sense for them 
to go full circle and bring the old NiCd-driven 
DC618 up to spec - enter the DCN660! 

Awe-inspiring 

Now looking a lot sleeker than the original, 
it's still quite a heavy tool, but lighter than 
its predecessor, and while it's fully compatible 
with all the current DeWalt 18V Li-ion slide-on 
batteries, you can buy it as a body only, or as 
a kit with 2Ah batteries, and this particular 


▲ This switch resets the driving blade 
if the gun stalls when a jam occurs 
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DeWalt DCN660 2nd Fix Nailer 




▲ A second switch alters the tool from sequential to bump mode 


▲ LEDs illuminate the work area and also diagnose basic problems 




% 






A Depth of drive is set with this dial, 
reading the position on the nose indicator 


A Second fix work is where this gun excels, 
setting each fixing consistently 


User-friendly 

It is also very user-friendly when you do hit 
a snag. All guns will suffer from a jammed 
fixing on the odd occasion where it comes up 
against something hard that prevents it from 
firing home and sticking in the gun. An easily 
operated quick-release nose toggle allows 
you to gain quick access to the problem 
area, where you are then able to remove 
any obstruction. Alongside this there's also 
a switch, which allows you to reset the firing 
blade if it stalls when encountering a jam. 

A couple of LEDs are positioned just above 
the battery slide to aid illumination of the 
work area as well as diagnosing a fault, such 
as a stall or a depleted battery, so it's quick 
to spot any potential problems. 

Bump & sequential modes 

In all this, I think the most impressive part 
of the gun has to be the bump or sequential 
mode. A slider toggles between the modes, 
with the sequential mode preferred for 
accurately setting a fixing. You position 
the gun, depress the nose and fire, 
with each fixing fired in the same way. 

Bump mode overrides the need to pull the 
trigger for each fixing; by keeping the trigger 


pulled in and bouncing the gun on the work, 
it will fire as quickly as four nails per second. 
It's worth putting it in this mode as a party 
trick, just to show people how good it is! 

Equal to the original second fix gun in this 
area, I filled the DCN660 with 63mm nails 
and bumped it along a piece of timber as 
fast as I could and each nail was fired fully 
and consistently home. If you do encounter 
a different density of stock, sheet materials, 
hardwoods, etc. then there's a depth of drive 
adjuster at the nose that simply winds in and 
out to alter the depth of drive. 

Goodbye to gas 

Alongside their first fix gun, DeWalt certainly 
hold the nap hand now. Gone are the days 
of struggling with gas-powered guns, as are 
the additional costs involved, including the 
gas itself as well as the regular maintenance 
required to keep them functioning. 

The combination of the angled nail feed 
and the 310mm overall length also allows 
the gun to get into some pretty tight spots 
so I guess the only negative has to be the 
weight, but just touching the 3kg mark with 
a 2 .oAh battery means it weighs little more 
than a heavy-duty combi drill. 


Conclusion 

So do DeWalt now have the best thing since 
sliced bread? Well, I think so! If you are on 
the hunt for a consistent, simple and powerful 
second fix nailer, I'd certainly advise you to 
use your loaf and have a very close look at the 
DCN660 - it's definitely a five star performer 
for me. 023 



+ Battery only; bump mode; good tool jam 
access and reset 

- A tad heavy 

Rating ★★★★★ 

Typical price: £430 with 2 x 2 .oAh batteries 

Voltage: 18V 
Battery: 2 .oAh 

Nail diameter: 1.6mm (i6Ga) 

Nail length: 32 63mm 
Magazine capacity: 110 nails 
Length: 310mm 
Width: 95 mm 
Height: 305mm 
Weight: 2.65kg 

Operating mode: bump and sequential 
Web: www.dewalt.co.uk 
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1 Kit & Tools 


Albion Hobbies abrasives 


Sanding by 
numbers 

If you’re looking for that 
high gloss, mirror finish 
on your turned pens, 
this new product could 
be just the ticket 


I nitially designed for use in the model 
making arena, this range of abrasives 
from Albion Hobbies will find equal 
usefulness in the woodworking world, 
and with a diverse range, there's an option 
available for a variety of applications. 

High gloss finish 

Having just recently commented on the wet 
and dry MicroMesh pads and the tip of writing 
numbers on them to indicate the grits, Albion 
have taken the simple but effective step of 
printing the grit onto each of their Micro pads. 

The set comprises of pads in varying shades 
of grey, so you can actually determine each by 
working through them in shade order. The grit 
indications are logical and allow you to quickly 
identify the last shade used if you lose track. 

This set of six pads range from 3,200 
through to 12,000 grit and work brilliantly 




when used wet for polishing 
up acrylics and although there's 
only six of them, they allow you 
to achieve the same high gloss 
on acrylics as the nine-piece 
MicroMesh ones. Having used 
them to polish up a few acrylic turning 
kits, they are proving equally as durable 
and allow you to achieve the same finish. 

Wet or dry 

Alongside these is a set of nine abrasive 
cloths measuring 110 x 75mm with a grit 
range of 1,500 to 12,000. These come with 
a double density flexible foam backing pad 
to support the abrasive on work that perhaps 
requires a softer, contoured sand. 

Again, these work brilliantly when wet, 
but are equally at home in a dry application, 
put to use on yet another turning project! 



This particular kit is perhaps a tad expensive 
for what is essentially two or three sheets 
of wet and dry in total, but they seem to 
be very long-lasting and the cloth backing 
is very good quality for soft and flexible 
control - especially suited and useful for 
more intricate detail. 

Conclusion 




With the range of very fine grits involved, they 
lend themselves well to any finer abrading and 
polishing work. The current rekindling of my 
turning escapades has been well timed with 
the arrival of these abrasive kits, and there 
is a raft of other specialised bits and bobs 
on the website, so if miniature, intricate or 
finer detail work is part of your woodworking 
world, chances are there will be something 
there that may be useful to you. 023 


▲ The sheet abrasives are great for sanding out 
any lighter tool marks and can be used wet or dry 



A Each pad has its grit printed 
on for quick recognition 


A Using the pads wet gives acrylics a high 
gloss - great for woodturning projects 





A Likewise, the cloths are printed with grits 
as well as a different colour for each 



+ Good range of grits; ideal for finer polishing 
- Abrasive sheets are a tad pricy 

Rating ★★★★ 

Typical price: Micro finishing cloth pads: £ 7.95 
(pack of 6 ); Micro finishing abrasive sheets: 
£ 14.95 (pack of 9); Flexible starter set: £ 10 . 99 ; 
Flexible Detail sanding kit # 350 : £7.16 
Grit ranges: 3,200-12,000 (finishing pads); 
1,500-12,000 (finishing cloths) 

Web: www.albionhobbies.com 
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ALBION ALLOYS 

Precision metals and abrasives 



fan tAc fcnecioe model mivtiatmiot 


An incredible range of abrasives for the 
woodworker, crafter and hobbyist 

Flex - I - File One of the best ways of sanding 
and finishing compound curves, sand and 
finish without creating flat spots. 

Micro Finishing Cloth & Pads - these products 
help produce a super fine, even surface. 

Can be used wet and dry. Last on average ten 
times longer than conventional sand papers. 

9 different grits in the cloth and 
6 in the foam backed pads 

Abrasive cleaning disc - 

Removes wood, plastic, resin etc filings debris 
and improves effectiveness of all sanding tools. 


Please visit our website for further details, Youtube videos etc. 
www.albionhobbies.com/abrasives 
Please email us for details of your nearest dealer / stockist - 
sales@albionalloys.co.uk 



Wood 
Workers 


Workshop 


E.WAftS 




01684 594683 


www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk 
The Threshing Barn, Welland Road, 
Upton upon Severn, Worcestershire, WR8 OSN 
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Woodpeckers 
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THE VERY BEST 
WOODWORKING TOOLS 

Sourced by woodworkers 
for woodworkers 

Quality tools from the finest 
UK, US&Canadian manufacturers W 


m m WOODWORKING 

Tools 


ASK FOR A COPY OF OUR 
CATALOGUE OR VIEW ONLINE: 


drapertools.com/catalogue 



250mm 2000W 230V Double 
Bevel Sliding Compound Mitre 
Saw with Laser Cutting Guide 

Stock No. 28043 


(DRAPER) Expert 




290mm x 58mm x 56mm 
Midi Mitre Box 

Stock No. 31209 ^ 


35L 1200W 230V M-Class 
Wet and Dry Vacuum Cleaner 

Stock No. 38015 


235mm 

Hobbyist 

Smoothing 

Plane 

Stock No. 
19208 


8mm 5/16” Chuck 
Double Pinion 
Hand Drill 

Stock No. 13838 


D drapertools.com 


B facebook.com/drapertools 



twitter.com/drapertools 



drapertools.com/drapertv 


Available on the 

• AppStore 

































s Kit & Tools 


Let the edge 
do the talking 

Sharpening is a bug-bear for all 
woodworkers, but this handy kit 
and double-sided strop could help 
to ease the pain a little 





-L-T J-.T 


S harpening: the one subject guaranteed 
to cause consternation among many 
a woodworker but those who are 
familiar with my sharpening regime will know 
I only use minimal kit: a double-sided Trend 
Diamond Plate and occasionally, a strop, so 
this field sharpening kit is right up my street! 



Tip top condition 

It comprises of a 125 x 25mm high-quality 
double-sided monocrystalline diamond stone, 
lapping fluid, a tube of Tormek honing paste 
and a premium treated leather strop bonded 
to a solid beech backing block, which serves 
to keep any knives or small edge tools in good 
shape, and to keep things in one place, it also 
comes in its own heavy-duty oiled canvas bag. 

The diamond stone, supplied by )ames Barry 
Sharpening Solutions, is rated at 300 and 600 
grits with the paste at around 8,000 grit - 
many will see this as a quantum leap from 
the stone to the strop. I am a firm believer 
in letting the edge do the talking and not 
to get entwined in moving from grit to grit 
in the same way we have to when sanding. 
With this particular kit aimed at the knife 





A The diamond hone is easy to use on the bench... 


A ... or in the hand 


20 GW300 December 2015 www.getwoodworking.com 







Razor Shark sharpening kit & strop 



▲ Once stropped on the leather, the edge is incredibly keen 


A Both the strop and the hone are useful for 
touching up turning tools 





A This chisel has been honed on a diamond stone and leaves a dull finish 


A The blackening of strop charged with a 
honing paste shows that it is removing steel 



A The resulting finish is a mirror shine and an 
ultimate cutting edge 


honers in particular (it will of course work well 
with other small tools), it's very quick to either 
grab the strop or the stone to quickly re-polish 
an edge to refresh its sharpness, or to raise a 
new wire edge to start afresh. 

Ultra keen edge 

As with all diamond stones, I found the initial 
bite to be quite aggressive but it soon settles 
in to a uniform, finer cut. This is still enough to 
reconstitute an edge that has minor nicks using 
the coarse side with only a few licks needed on 
the finer side to begin to raise the edge. 


For a more aggressive cut with a knife this 
can often be enough, but for a truly sharp 
slicing cut, the merest dab of honing paste 
on the strop raises it to a whole new level, 
not only giving an ultra keen edge but also 
polishing the edge to a mirror finish. 

Once the strop is charged, it remains for 
ages so you can simply strop the edge as it 
dulls, only going to the stone after a really 
heavy dulling. 

I've found this kit particularly useful for 
tickling my turning tools, allowing me to 
get a bit more from them before having to 
resort to a more aggressive re-hone, and ideal 
for keeping in the pocket for such occasions. 

Double-sided strop 

Moving across to the bigger 200 x 75mm 
strop, this follows the same high quality of 
the smaller kit version. The core is quality 
beech faced with two thick premium leather 
strops so you can keep one charged with paste 
and the other as a bare strop. 

For the bench or out and about, this 
particular one works alongside your preferred 
honing set-up for your planes, chisels and so 
forth, allowing you to gain that premium edge. 

It's hard enough leather so as not to dub the 
edge over on the flat side of any blade, and if 


you are a lover of the mirror-backed chisels 
or plane irons, working your tools on here 
with a fine paste does just that. 

Conclusion 

I'm very impressed by the quality of these bits 
of kit. Depending on where you want to do 
your ultimate edge work, there's a choice of 
the bigger bench strop for the planes and 
chisels or the honing kit for the knives and 
smaller stuff, although both do a perfect job 
of gaining or keeping the ultimate edge. GE3 



+ Quality hard leather strop on stable beech 
core; great all-in-one kit for knives 

- Could perhaps have a slightly finer grit 
on one side of the diamond stone; no paste 
supplied with the bigger strop 

Rating ★★★★★ 

Typical price: Field sharpening kit - £48; 

200 x 75mm double-sided strop - £28 
Strop materials: Beech and premium 
treated leather 

Diamond stone: Monocrystalline 
Grit: 300 & 600 

Web: www.beaverbushcraft.co.uk 
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D&M 

TOOLS 


TOOL SUPERSTORE 


HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY SPECIALIST 


DM-TOOLS.CO.UK 


YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER 

D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1978. 
During that time we have earned a reputation with our customers 
as a trusted partner. Whether you are a trade professional or a DIY 
enthusiast, our mission is a simple one - to supply top quality 
tools at the best value for money, backed up by a service 
you can trust. 

LOW TRADE PRICES! 

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us 
in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand, 
power tools and woodworking machinery all at the keenest prices. 

UVER 10,000 LINES IN STOCK! 

We hold massive stocks, meaning that most items are available for 
despatch the day you order it. Our website shows up to date stock 
availability, so you can order with confidence. 

FREE DELIVERY 

Delivery to UK mainland addresses is free 
for most orders over £99 and for orders 
under £99 is only £5.95. See the carriage 
rates on our website for full details. 

1 HR DELIVERY WINDOW 

We use DPD Predict for the majority of our deliveries (except heavy 
or oversize items) so you will receive a 1 hour delivery window via 
email or text meaning you don't need to wait in all day. 




More details on our website: 

www.dm-tools.co.uk 


MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY.... 


SHOP ON-LINE 24HRS A DAY 

Visit our easy-to-use website to see what we mean about range 
and value. Browse and buy with confidence 24hrs a day from the 

biggest brands in the business, all 
at prices you'll find hard to beat. 


Here you will find all our latest 
offers and deals. 


Why not subscribe to our 
regular emails to keep up with 
our latest deals and offers or join 
our D&M Loyalty Scheme and 

earn valuable loyalty points every 
time you shop. 


VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWICKENHAM SUPERSTORE 
73-81 HEATH ROAD • TWICKENHAM • TW1 4AW 

020 8892 3813 • SALES@DM-T00LS.C0.UK 
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020 8892 3813 

MON-SAT 8.30am-5.30pm 
(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS) 


OUR CUSTOMERS LOVE US! 

We are regularly receiving 5 star reviews on the independent 
review site Trustpilot, as well as testimonials direct from our 
customers, here are just a few: 

★★★★★ 


D&M 

TOOLS 


"D&M tools are very well priced, turn up on time and have 
superb telephone support just in case anything goes wrong. This 
is a business I will use in the years to come. Thanks for a job well done." 

★★★★★ 

"Quick Quality Quantity and Value - D&M offer a fast efficient service 
which they couple with an excellent range of manufacturers tools which 
are always available in the numbers you need at a competitive price." 

★★★★★ 

"Best customer service... Ever! -1 believe the real test of a 
companies customer service is when they have to deal with problems. 

My delivery came quickly and well packaged. I had an issue with the 
tool after about a month of use. The guys in the phone quickly arranged 
for collection, repair of the tool and return with great communication 
throughout. Very pleased with the way they resolved my issue." 

★★★★★ 

"Brilliant prices and brilliant service -1 have now traded with 
D&M Tools twice now and both times have received impeccable service 
and also nothing is to much trouble for their staff to sort out." 

★★★★★ 

"Excellent service makes a refreshing change - first time I have 
used this company, was quite amazed by the quality and speed of service 
and delivery, a fine example of what can be done with first class staff." 

★★★★★ 

"Best place for tools online - I've bought a lot of gear from D&M 
Tools over the last few years and they always provide a first class service, 
plus they always seem to have everything I need at the time." 

www.trustpilot.co.uk/review/www.dm-tools.co.uk 
___/ 
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Start furniture making 



ting it right 
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The fundamentals 



▲ Pic.i Your own furniture can be unique and 
treasured, such as this collector’s case made 
from English sycamore and English walnut 


his new series on making your own 
furniture will guide you through 
setting up a workshop and choosing 
the right tools and materials, as well 
as studying in detail some of the most useful 
construction techniques. 

We start this month by looking at why people 
choose to make their own furniture and how to 
decide what space you'll need for a workshop. 


A Pic .2 Small, fine detailed pieces are 
ideal for making in a small workshop 


A Pic.3 Larger furniture needs more space to 
accommodate the wood, tools and machines 
as well as the finished pieces 







Why make furniture? 

People start making their own furniture for 
many reasons. Often it's because they have 
an idea ora request for something unique 
that cannot be bought or else they want 
to make an item of high quality that will 
be passed down the family (Pic.i). Once 
it is known that you have gained furniture 
making skills there will be no end of people 
asking you to make things for them, then it's 
up to you whether you want to explore that 
route or keep your work exclusively at home. 

Saving money is another possible reason, 
but good tools and good wood are pricey. 
Although there is some very cheap mass- 
produced furniture imported nowadays, 
this doesn't compare with the quality you 
can make yourself so it doesn't make sense 
to compare it on price. However, compared to 
buying custom-made furniture, in the long-run 
you will be saving money. 


A Pic .4 Furniture you make can be specially designed to hold equipment or to fit in oddly-shaped spaces 


A Pic.5 One essential thing a furniture 
maker needs is a solid bench to work 
on, like this simple traditional design 


When you start making furniture you will be 
continuously learning and so each step will 
probably take longer than you anticipated, 
and you may have some re-work. But that's 
OK-give yourself time to learn. It is far better 
to work slowly and produce something you can 
be proud of. Next time you do the same task, 
you will have anticipated the problems and 
gained more skill so it will be quicker. 

Large or small workshop? 

Furniture makers often establish their first 
workshops in garages, outbuildings or spare 
rooms or else they purpose-build a workshop. 
The choices depend on space, budget, noise 
and consideration for other people around. 

The size of the workshop obviously depends 
on the size of projects you plan to tackle. 
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Start furniture making 



A Pic.6 This upmarket design of furniture maker’s bench has built-in storage space 



A Pic.8 In this overhead shot you can see 
my frequently used tools are close behind 
the bench used for hand tool work 


Get a good bench 

A cabinetmaker's bench has a large, flat surface 
made from heavy-duty wood with one vice on 
the front and another at the end (Pic.5). If you 
can acquire a second-hand bench, then so 
much the better. If the top is badly chipped, 
be prepared to flatten it or fit a new surface. 

Building you own bench is a good early 
project for a new furniture maker to consider. 

It needs to follow a good design and be sturdy 
- great practise for your construction skills, too. 


A Pic.7 The bench vice is a necessary tool 
to grip wood while sawing and planing 



Remember that the workshop will also need 
to accommodate the wood, tools and any 
machines as well as the finished piece. 

Having a limited space need not prevent you 
starting to make furniture. Ideally, the furniture 
you plan to construct should fit into the size of 
your workshop. In a small workshop it can be 
very satisfying and rewarding to concentrate on 
small items such as display and jewellery cases 
(Pic.2). However, with suitable designs it is also 
possible to build large pieces in small modules 
that are later assembled on site (Pic.3) 
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A Pic.9 Old kitchen cupboards on the wall or 
floor make excellent storage, keeping the dust 
off bottles, tins and lesser-used tools 



A Pic.10 Fine detailed work is demanding on the 
eyes so it needs plenty of light if you are going to 
make joints that fit well without gaps 



A Pic.11 Skylight windows and fluorescent tubes 
at right angles will ensure you are never working 
in shadows while a filtration unit extracts 
airborne dust 


The fundamentals 



A Pic .12 A desk light on the bench is ideal for fine work and can also be used, as here, to check for gaps 


In the beginning, you can get by with a 
workmate type of bench - its long grip 
vice jaws will always come in useful later 
as a second bench. The main shortcomings 
of this type are its small size and its lack of 
mass compared to a real cabinetmaker's 
bench and you may also need to block it 
for the right height to avoid bending. 

Storing tools & materials 

An open tool rack close to the main workbench 
is best for frequently used tools. Other tools 
and materials or jars and bottles of finishes are 
best stored behind cupboard doors where they 
will not collect dust. Recycled kitchen cabinets 
are ideal for this (Pic. 9 ). 

The space under the bench itself is useful 
and close to hand. Some expensive benches 
have built-in cupboards beneath. 

Seeing the details 

Fine detailed work is demanding on the eyes 
so the workshop needs plenty of light if you 
are going to make joints that fit well without 
gaps (Pic.io). Daylight from a large window 
is great as it produces little shadow and has a 
good colour with no flicker, and it's also free! 

A fluorescent tube is efficient but two or more 


of them spaced out, preferably at right angles, 
are much better for reducing shadows (Pic.li). 

A desk light with a long moveable arm is an 
excellent supplement to background lighting 
for close detailed work (Pic. 12 ). 


Keep down the dust 

Cutting wood creates dust, which floats around 
in the air we breathe as well as settling on 
floors, shelves and tools (Pic.13). Machines 
create far more dust than hand tools and 
they also have fan-cooled motors that propel 
it into the air. Sanding machines and hand-held 
power sanders are the worst offenders. If you 
plan to buy any woodworking machine or a 
sander, you must also get suitable extraction 
for it to collect the dust at source. 

The hand plane is a low-dust tool that creates 
crisp, clean surfaces and edges while producing 
beautiful curly shavings. By planing smooth 
surfaces and straight edges, the need for 
sanding can be kept to a minimum. 


Stay dry 

It is important that the workshop stays dry 
to prevent tools rusting and wood swelling 
or being eaten by woodworm. 

A good roof on the workshop and well-sealed 


A Pic.13 Sanding dust needs to be collected at 
source otherwise it gets everywhere 
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Start furniture making 



A Pic.14 A good roof and well sealed windows 
will keep the workshop dry and the humidity 
normal 



A Pic.16 Portable power tools such as this jigsaw 
are good for roughing out wood before finally 
trimming to size with a hand plane or machine 


windows will stop drips and also keep the 
atmosphere dry (Pic.14). If the workshop 
stands by itself it will need insulating and some 
low-powered background heating is essential in 
winter. The temperature does not need to be 
high; just a few degrees above outside to drive 
out moisture and prevent liquids freezing. 

In fact, when I am working hard it can be 
nice to breathe cool, fresh air, but not so 
cold that my breath condenses on tools! 

Provided there are no leaks or draughts in 
the workshop, an electric de-humidifier will 
keep the moisture level down and uses less 
energy than a heater. 

Hand tools or power? 

Before looking at any tools in detail, it is best 
to have an idea of how you will be equipping 
your new workshop. The three main categories 
we divide tools into are hand tools, power tools 
and machines. 

Hand tools, which are unpowered, include 
small saws (Pic.15), chisels, planes and special 



A Pic.15 Big saws like this can be very accurate but they tend to be used less by furniture makers 
nowadays while small hand saws are essential for fine work 



A Pic.17 The smallest of fixed woodworking 
machines such as this sliding cross-cut saw 
are handy for cutting angles or straight ends 
on relatively narrow pieces of wood 

gouges, scrapers, etc. Hand tools are extremely 
versatile and developing accuracy with their 
use is the first and most important part of a 
furniture maker's training. 

Powertoolsare hand-held motorised devices 
such as drills, jigsaws (Pic.16), circular saws 
and routers. Their usefulness to the furniture 
maker is more limited than many people 
would imagine. Generally power tools are 
not accurate enough for fine furniture making 
but the router is an exception because it can be 
guided on rails or jigs. 

Woodworking machines are large fixed tools 
driven by electric motors. They range from 
small cross-cut saws and bandsaws to large 
saw-benches, planer/thicknessers and versatile 
combination machines. In a big workshop there 
may be several large, expensive high precision 
machines but their cost is only justified when 
the maker is producing a lot of work. 

Small machines can be useful especially 
cross-cut saws (Pic.17) and bandsaws. If you 
are planning a small workshop, it is worth 


thinking ahead to the space these will take. 

In summary, I recommend concentrating 
on learning hand tool skills first. I would only 
invest in a machine when you need it to tackle 
a larger project and have a good idea of how 
you are going to use it. 

Old tools or new? 

Good tools can be expensive and it is easy to 
buy the wrong ones, so it makes sense to get 
them one at a time and get to know each one 
before investing in the next. 

In choosing tools you need to decide whether 
to buy old or new. If you are handed down old 
cabinetmaker's tools or you pick them up for 
next to nothing, then you are bound to use old 
tools first. Cleaning and restoring nice quality 
equipment is very satisfying and helps you 
appreciate its details. 

Obviously you can save money by buying 
second-hand but good tools are expensive 
and that often includes old ones, too. Also, 
be aware there are many tool collectors 
around who push up the prices charged 
for certain makes of'antique' tools. 

A few years ago, I would have said that 
vintage hand tools were better quality than 
the new ones available but now there are some 
very good modern tools. As well as not being 
worn or knocked about these benefit from 
using high-tech alloy steel blades that are 
less easily chipped than old carbon steels. 

What’s coming next? 

Over future articles we will look at using planes 
and saws for wood preparation, marking tools, 
chisels and routers for joints as well as glues, 
clamps, fittings and finishes. 

This 12-part series of articles will be 
published every second month so as to 
give you a chance to investigate and get 
to grips with new tools and techniques 
at each stage before moving on. H £3 


NEXT MONTH 

In issue 302, john will look at choosing 
wood and making sure it is in the best 
condition for your project 
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GIVING YOU EVEN MORE 

260mm Slide Compound Mitre Saw 260mm Table Saw 

LSI 016 / LSI 016L with Laser 

DXT 


Deep and Exact Cutting Technology 
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Thctkita. 


305mm Band Saw 
LB1200F 


Adjustable Wheeled Stand 
DEAWST06 


• For LS0714, LS0815, LSI 016, LSI 018, 

LSI 216, LSI 040, DLS713 and MLS100 

• Lightweight aluminium only 16kg 

• Dimensions: 1,150 (L) x 750 (W) x 850mm (H) 


3L 

WARRANTY 


Visit www.makitauk.com to register - - More information 
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Engineered Precision 



Plunge or fixed. No compromise. 

Designed by woodworkers for woodworkers, the multi-award winning 
TRA001 has been the benchmark in professional routers around the 
world since its release. 

One of the most significant features of this machine is its ability to 
switch from a conventional plunge router to a fixed-base mode router 
with rack and pinion height adjustment at the push of a button. 

Simple ideas are often the best and the 3-stage, pre-set height 
adjustment system is a perfect example. It only takes seconds to 
remove the plunge return spring, which then allows for easy lifting 
and adjustment of the machine using the built-in height winder when 
mounted in a router table. 
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First started in 2007, the Shed of the Year 
competition has gone from strength to 
strength and the ‘Sheddies' are showing 
no signs of stopping any time soon! 


T he Shed of the Year competition, 
sponsored by Cuprinol, is the 
brainchild of shed-fanatic Unde 
Wilco (Andrew Wilcox), who 
launched the nationwide competition 
nine years ago to celebrate the best 
of British sheds. Since its inception, the 
competition has grown and grown, with 
the UK seemingly becoming more and 
more obsessed with this humble garden 
construction. Brand Manager for Cuprinol, 
Katie Taylor says: “At Cuprinol, we're so proud 
to be the sponsors of Shed of the Year for the 
fifth year running. The Channel 4 series has 
showcased some extraordinary sheds in the 
competition to millions of viewers and has 
hopefully inspired the nation to get creative 
with their own garden havens." 

Back in July, more people than ever tuned 
in to Channel 4 to see the growing number 
of finalists get chosen and every week, two 
more 'Sheddies' were entered into the final. 
Following a record-breaking number of entries 
- over 2,500 - it's clear that this competition 


is getting bigger and better each year. 

Two new categories were also introduced 
in 2015: 'Historical' and 'Budget', the latter 
proving that you don't have to spend a lot 
to create something beautiful or unusual. 

The finalists comprised of the top four 
sheds in each of the eight categories (Pub, 

Eco, Normal, Workshop & Studio, Unigue, 
Cabin & Summerhouse, Garden Office, 
Historical and Budget shed) and for the 
second year running, featured on hit TV 
series Amazing Spaces Shed of the Year. 

The category winners were revealed on 
the show and then went head-to-head in 
a battle to become the overall winner selected 
by a panel of shed experts including Andrew 
Wilcox, last year's overall winner Joel Bird, 
and George Clarke and his expert team. 

George Clarke said that the excitement around 
this year's show was electric: ''Myself and the 
Amazing Spaces team returned for a second 
time this year with an even bigger series as it 
extended by an extra episode." George and the 
team travelled the length and breadth of the 


Winner of Shed of the Year 2015 - 
Walter Micklethwait from Aviemore 
with his Inshriach Distillery 


Cuprinol’s new Spray & Brush is ideal 
for transforming your garden sheds 
and fences - less mess and fuss free! 


British Isles visiting the mind-blowing sheds, 
and the extraordinary talent behind them, 
all vying to be crowned Shed of the Year 2015." 

Andrew Wilcox said: ''Since launching the 
competition I've certainly seen a trend towards 
people getting more creative and viewing their 
garden shed as an extension of the home. 

The response to the competition this year 
has been unbelievable and it's been really 
tough trying to agree on the 36 finalists as 
there were some phenomenal entries across 
all of the categories. The second TV series 
just shows how big the appetite is for sheds 
- it's wonderful to see the Great British shed 
getting the recognition it deserves." 

The winner of Shed of the Year 2015, Walter 
Micklethwait from Aviemore in Scotland, 
was crowned in the 
final instalment of 
Amazing Spaces 
Shed of the Year 
on Sunday 12 July. 

He received £1,000 
courtesy of 
sponsors Cuprinol 
along with a 
wooden plaque, 

£lOO worth of The Cuprinol Garden 

Cuprinol products Shades range includes 

and a giant crown 36 bright and beautiful 
for his shed! pre-mixed colours 
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The man behind 
Shed of the Year 


Andi iw Wi ‘Uncle Wilco’ 


1 


We find out more 
about ‘Head Sheddie' 
and competition 
founder Andrew 
Wilcox, who is king 
of championing the 
Great British shed 

How did you originally come up 
with the idea for Shed of the Year? 

I was originally inspired by my Grandfather's 
amazing allotment shed and I set up the 
Reader Sheds website (www.readersheds.co. 
uk) in 2001. People used to upload photos of 
their sheds and we had a small competition to 
judge which one was best. The first Shed of the 
Year competition ran in 2007, when most sheds 
were the off-the-shelf variety, but over the 
years, people have taken the idea and ran with 
it. It started off as a bit of fun; I never imagined 
it'd get as big as it has! What I love about the 
competition is the Sheddies' passion for what 
they do, and Shed of the Year is all about 
showcasing their dedication and hard work. 

What was your favourite shed 
entered this year? 

That is a very difficult question to answer as 
each one is so different. If I had to choose one 
I'd say Ben Fillmore's 'Shedservatory'. Although 
it looks like a normal shed from the outside, 
it's unique in the fact the roof opens and you 
can see the sky at night. This shed fuses two 
passions: sheds and stargazing. I'm a big fan 
of workshop sheds - where people are making 
things in them and being creative. Anthony 
Wesley's ‘Cabin of the Green Man' was another 
favourite. Anthony is a self-taught woodcarver 
and the rustic work he creates in it is fantastic. 
The one I always look back at, however, was 
one of the first ever entries and the original 
winner: Tony Rogers' Roman Temple, which 
was designed as a folly. I have to say that it's 
the most creative idea I've seen and the most 
eccentric! Every time I see it, it makes me 
smile. How can anyone top that? 

Each year we have so many special entries, 
which makes it so difficult to pick an ultimate 
winner. I always think: ‘I wish I had come up 


with that idea!' - I'm in amazement each year. 
I only have a basic potting shed - I don't have 
the time to tend mine as I'm always looking 
at other peoples' sheds! However, with a 
lot of help, I hope to build a pub-shed-cum- 
workshop next year. 

How did you come up with 
the different categories for 
the competition? 

It's so difficult to categorise and pigeonhole 
the sheds, but I suppose these were defined 
by the entries and they grew from there. 

The two new categories for this year were 
‘Historical' and ‘Budget'. We tend to let the 
Sheddies categorise themselves but each 
year the entries are getting more diverse, 
so new categories need to evolve. It's really 
difficult to choose, though! 

Where do you see the shed 
obsession going? 

I don't think the shed phenomenon has ever 
been a fad - the original Sheddies will always be 
there and it's growing and growing in popularity. 

I get a lot of people emailing me to ask questions 
about how the sheds are built, which shows that 
people are always intrigued by what others are 
making. Sheds will always be here and what I 
love is the fact that in every instance, they're a 
place where people go to escape, no matter how 
different each one is from the next. The passion 
for the shed is strong! 


What’s your view on the ‘She Shed’ 
- is it the next big thing? 

Lady Sheddies have always existed from day 



Ben Fillmore's Shedservatory - an observatory- 
cum-garden-office with a telescope permanently 
mounted inside the roof 


one. I think the next big thing can only be 
determined by the public. The pub shed was 
really popular this year but no matter what, 
sheds will always be places where people go 
to escape and unwind. 

What can we expect from the 
2016 competition? What’s new? 

Watch this space! People are now able 
to enter but obviously no one knows who 
will apply, but we're all very excited! A lot 
of people are working away on their sheds 
in the background - some Sheddies love 
being in the limelight but a lot of them 
don't want to show their sheds; it just 
depends on the person, really. 

I hope we get a lot more unique shed entries 
next year - I'd love another Roman temple; 
that would blow my mind! At the end of 
the day, every entry is different as are the 
Sheddies. I've seen a lot of sheds over the 
years and I truly am in awe of the people who 
enter - they really do make the competition. 

New sheds are added every year but people 
do tend to re-enter their sheds as they add 
more to them and make them bigger and 
better. Although the competition is open to 
UK and Ireland residents only, I do see a lot 
of sheds throughout the world. In fact, I'm 
going to Barcelona soon to see some Gaudi- 
style sheds. People in New Zealand are really 
into their sheds; barn-style sheds are seeming 
to be popular and we're also seeing a lot of 
modern sheds coming through. 


I'm really looking forward to seeing what 
the Sheddies pullout of their hats for 2016! 



Anthony Wesley's Cabin of the Green Man, 
whose chainsaw carvings are incorporated 
into the shed's frame and structure 
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Sheddie showcase 


ShedoftheYc 2015 Finalists! 



See the shortlisted sheds from each of the nine categories 


Simon’s Night Club: 
owned by Simon Steele 
from Surrey 

Simon's Night Club sits over 
a pond and has floor to ceiling 
glass windows that look out onto 
the garden. The interior contains 
a bar and chill-out area and is 
filled with a haven of collectables 
gathered from car boot sales over 
the years. It is totally unique and 
has taken years to fill and extend 
using all sorts of materials and 
odds and ends. 


The Bikers: 
owned by Michael 
Jelley from West Sussex 

Hand-built over several years, 

The Bikers shed consists of six 
rooms filled with pub and 
motorcycle memorabilia. 

There's a large workshop for 
building and repairing bikes, 
a room for home brewery, a bar, 
a smoking room and an eating 
room. On occasion, it is also 
used to raise money for Simon's 
local hospice. 


Pirate Retreat: 
owned by Keith Brown 
from Surrey 

The Pirate Retreat shed is home 
to pirate-themed parties and 
regular gatherings. It's filled to the 
brim with pirate-themed objects 
and trinkets from Keith's holidays 
to the Caribbean. It also contains 
a fully stocked bar, a dining area 
which seats up to 10 people, 
a dance area, i,oooW sound 
system, disco lighting and an 
electric drawbridge and moat. 


Inshriach Distillery: 
owned by Walter 
Micklethwait from 
Scotland 

Built on a farmyard in the Scottish 
Highlands, the Inshriach Distillery 
was once a dilapidated hen house. 
Today it is made up of a farm 
shop, ladies waiting room, saloon 
bar and distillery. The General 
Stores is a shop selling items the 
couple have carved or whittled 
on the farm as well as eggs and 
produce from their gardens. 



Eco Dome: 

owned by Paul Robinson 
from Cumbria 

Known to locals as The Tardis', 
this shed's spectacular 7m domed 
roof is made from 16 gauge 
aluminium and is used as a 
woodworking workshop on 
the ground floor with an office 
and gym upstairs. The Eco Dome 
has been used for numerous 
things from a duck shed to an 
art studio, to a plant house. 

The dome has its own private 
water supply from a well and 
off-grid electricity. 


Rammed Earth: 

owned by Michael 
Thompson from Norfolk 

Made using raw materials, 
mainly earth, the sustainable 
Rammed Earth shed, complete 
with living roof, took 2,700 hours 
to build and is used as a joinery 
workshop in which to make 
wooden bicycles. Having had 
no previous building experience, 
owner Michael Thompson now 
runs practical courses on 
rammed earth and people 
from around the world visit 
the Rammed Earth shed. 


Cormacs Bothy: 
owned by Cormac 
Seekings from Scotland 

Constructed in situ within a 
Scottish forest and designed 
and detailed to last, Cormacs 
Bothy is inspired by vernacular 
architecture of the Carpathians 
and was built using low-grade 
forest timber, windblown oak and 
traditional natural preservatives. 
The shed is raised on tree stumps 
on the edge of a small clearing 
and is used as a work shelter 
space and off-grid simple life 
retreat/hang-out for his friends. 


Owl House: 

owned by Tracy Caroline 
Lewis from Liverpool 

This stunning eco-build, built in 
2011, sits at the top of a garden 
where it overlooks a panorama 
of Hightown dunes, the ships 
coming and going in the distance 
and beautiful sunsets. The Owl 
House resembles an owl due 
to the unique curved wooden 
window frames. The beautiful 
space is made entirely from cob, 
recycled plywood and collected 
recycled glass bottles and even 
has a grass living roof. 
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‘Normal’ 





WINNER 

Normal 

category 



Dream City Railway: 
owned by Roy James 
from Kent 

Built over a period of 20 years, 
Dream City Railway contains one 
of the largest and most complex 
standard gauge o model railway 
layouts in the UK. 30 trains run 
simultaneously through 17 
stations automatically controlled 
from a central control room 
with the aid of closed circuit 
televisions. The layout covers 
2 ,ooosq.ft. and contains more 
than 100 locomotives and 
400 coaches and wagons. 


Shedservatory: 
owned by Ben Fillmore 
from Buckinghamshire 

By night, the Shedservatory is an 
observatory in which the roof rolls 
off and opens up to reveal the sky. 
It houses owner Ben Fillmore's 
telescopes for stargazing. By 
day it's used as a garden office 
decorated with colourful rugs. 

The shed measures 4-5 x 2.4m 
and was built in 2014, all by hand 
and entirely by Ben. Thanks to 
the use of cedar for the roof 
shingling, fascias and floor, 
the shed smells amazing, too! 


The Art Zarb Cabin 
Cinema: owned 
by Art Zarb from 
Leicestershire 

The Art Zarb Cabin Cinema is a 
tailor-made i96os-style cinema. 

It has three tiered rows of four 
original cinema seats, a 3m 
screen, motorised curtains, 
variable footlights, overhead 
colour controlled pelmet 
lighting, projectors and a 
surround sound system. Art's 
wife is chief usherette and serves 
ice creams in the intervals as 
well as operating the mini bar! 


Maid of Dekkin: 

owned by Cormac 
Hawkins from Surrey 

Maid of Dekkin is a floating beach 
hut on a river. Situated on a 
decked pontoon, the shed 
contains an engine and steering 
wheel and can be driven on water. 
It's totally personally built and 
customised from the bottom up 
by owner Cormac Hawkins. This 
summerhouse-style shed also 
acts as a motorised floating 
garden and features a fold-out 
bed, tables, chairs, parasol and 
a drinks trolley. 


‘Workshop & Studio’ 




Darkroom Noi: 

owned by Shener 
Hathaway from 
South London 

Darkroom Noi was built over 
a period of seven years and 
is used as a retreat from the 
owner's everyday building and 
decorating life, to escape into 
a world of photography and 
design. A studio and dark room 
for producing photography, it 
houses photography equipment 
and portraits and has a comfy 
seating area, which makes it 
a great relaxation space. 


My Lady’s Retreat: 

owned by Alban 
and Angela Bunting 
from Somerset 

Overlooking the stunning 
Mendip Hills, My Lady's Retreat 
is a Victorian-style working 
potting shed and greenhouse 
complete with a porcelain sink 
and pitch pine stairs that lead 
up to a little sleeping area. 

The interior wall is emulsioned 
with a scumble glaze to give it a 
Victorian look and it even contains 
1920s electric wall lights and 
a Victorian cast-iron range. 


Eccentrica: owned by 
Lyndon Yorke from 
Buckinghamshire 

Eccentrica is used as a creative 
space in which owner Lyndon 
Yorke makes eccentric creations 
such as a 1922 Wickerwork 
Citroen. The quirky shack 
most notably has World War II 
aircraft gun turrets on the roof, 
an aeroplane propeller mounted 
on the outside and there's even 
an old mangle and a couple of 
life jackets to complete the look! 
In Lyndon's words it is old, 
eccentric and wacky. 



Cabin of the Green Man: 
owned by Luke 
Anthony Wesley 
from Bedfordshire 

This shed is a workshop from 
which Luke Anthony Wesley 
creates beautifully intricate 
chainsaw carvings of Green 
Man faces. Nestled in a Clapham 
back garden, this beautifully 
carved shed is made from ash 
from local woodland, pallets, 
reclaimed timber and reclaimed 
glass; the inside walls are made 
from old pallets, furniture and 
a number of wooden units. 
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‘Unique’ 



Goring Folly: 

owned by Timothy 
Blewitt from West 
Sussex 

Made using locally reclaimed 
materials, Goring Folly contains 
two rooms with lofts above, as 
well as a tower with spiral steps 
leading down to a natural well. 



Terry’s Treehouse: 
owned by Terry 
Meredith from 
Gloucestershire 

Terry's Treehouse is 4.5m off the 
ground, supported by four oak 
trees and has panoramic views of 
the Cotswold Escarpment, Malvern 
Hills and Welsh Mountains. 



Japanese Tea House: 
owned by Derek 
Verlander from Essex 

The outside is based on a 
westernised version of a Japanese 
tea house, and inside the shed 
you can find Japanese ornaments, 
a tropical fish tank and even 
a small bar. 



Multi-purpose Hide out: 
owned by David G Connor 

This shed makes for a good bird 
hide and has glazed units, which 
act as a mirror from the outside. 
David used old doors for walls, 
mirrors and failed double glazed 
units to make the shed and it is 
floored using surplus tiles. This 
shed comprises of three rooms. 


Magniloquent cave 
(Mag-cave): owned 
by Rod Lawless from 
Gloucestershire 

Really a cross genre shed, this 
is Rod's office-cum-writing-room 
primarily. Designed to be eco- 
friendly it features recycled 
decking, doors and windows 
as well as solar powered lights. 



Garden Cottage: 
owned by Tim Clark 
from East Sussex 

This shed is based on the 
traditional medieval hall houses, 
which were famous throughout 
Kent and East Sussex. The oak 
frame is carved out of solid oak 
beams and the front is made to 
look like a cottage with the inside 
as a normal functional shed. 


Pixie Cabin: 

owned by Mark Burton 
from Surrey 

Built without a spirit level or tape 
measure, this shed is designed 
to look like an old falling down 
house. It's uniquely mobile and 
is used as a tea room, an office, 
a place to store tools and to keep 
dry when it rains. It even contains 
a log burner to keep warm. 



Pear Tree Weddings’ HQ: 
owned by Jo Gosling 
from Northamptonshire 

This is the HQfor Pear Tree 
Weddings, the UK's leading 
vintage and classic VW camper 
van and Beetle wedding hire 
service. This working office was 
painted using Cuprinol White 
Daisy and Cuprinol Sage colours. 



Shedible: 

owned by Bill Roberts 
from Newcastle 

Once a 4.3m redundant burger 
van, Shedible is now a cosy space 
containing seating that converts 
into two large sleeping areas. 

All items have been hand-crafted 
including an upcycled woodburner 
and the fireplace is decorated 
with tiles and mosaics. 



Micro shed: 

owned by Colin 
Edmondson from 
Greater Manchester 

The rather extraordinary Micro 
Shed is built on a miniature 


railway wagon. It's mobile and 
measures in at just 1.2 x 0.6 x 


1.2m tall. 


WINNER 
Garden 
Office 
category 



Crafty Monkey at the 
Beach: owner by 
Chrissy Brown from 
Cambridgeshire 

Self-confessed 'shedaholic' 


Chrissy's shed is a happy, calm 
and uplifting space where she 
can escape from the hectic outside 
world and is also a work space 
for her arts, crafts and pottery. 



Teasel’s Wood Cabin: 
owned by Rebecca 
Bunting from 
Nottinghamshire 

The cosy Teasel's Wood Cabin 
is a mixture of different American 
style cabins and the interior is 
filled with furniture, decorations 
and objects, which the couple 
have picked up during their 
travels to the USA. 
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‘Historical’ 



Starliner Diner: 
owned by Chris Galley 
from West Sussex 

A brick, block and steel 
construction, Starliner Diner is 
an Art Deco style, retro diner. 
Inside it contains a diner booth 
made from old boat seats, as 
well as home-made furniture 
and a selection of restored vintage 
jukeboxes. Complete with air 
conditioning, a 1950s heating 
system, lighting effects and 
internet, the Starliner Diner is 
home to parties and relaxation. 


Garden House: 

owned by Tim 
Concannon from 
Hampshire 

Semi-underground, the Garden 
House is a copy of a 17th-century 
Anglo-Saxon House with a green 
roof. Inside it's furnished with 
seats and a stove and is used as 
an art studio as well as a venue 
for ancient poetry speaking and 
traditional 7th century dinner 
parties. Tim has used the shed 
for conducting numerous feasts 
and theatrical performances. 


Bernard Shaw’s 
Writing Hut: owned 
by Sue Morgan from 
Hertfordshire 

Once home to Irish playwright 
Bernard Shaw, the shed is 
where he wrote many of his 
masterpieces including Superman. 
The shed revolves to catch the 
sun and is fitted with Vitaglass, 
a special kind of healthy glass 
that lets the sun's ultraviolet rays 
through. Shaw entertained some 
famous visitors in his hut, namely 
Stuart Grainger and Vivien Leigh. 



Corrugated Cottage: 
owned by Michael 
Chapman from Somerset 

Used in World War II to house 
land girls, Corrugated Cottage 
is made of corrugated iron 
and features tongue & groove 
wood panels inside; it has been 
renovated with original 1940s and 
1950s furniture and collectables, 
including a seating area, kitchen 
and bathroom complete with a 
Victorian bath. Corrugated Cottage 
is now let out by Michael as a 
quirky holiday home. 



The Shed! 

Owned by Sue Wilson 
from Leicestershire 

The Shed! was built as a birthday 
present for Sue from her husband 
using firewood and offcuts of oak 
from a local wood yard. Complete 
with a veranda overlooking a large 
pond, The Shed! is used as a place 
to relax in and for owner Sue 
Wilson to knit from. 



Cliffhanger: 
owned by Karen Scott 
from Norfolk 

Situated 15m from the cliff edge, 
Cliffhanger is made from beach 
hut debris following a tidal surge. 
Asa result, the shed cost just £250 
to build. Built by sculptor Peter 
Talbot, the shed is used to sell 
collectables, household items 
and quirky pieces of art. 


Hillbilly Shed: 

owned by Dave Bell 
from North Yorkshire 

Hillbilly Shed is an American- 
themed tiny wood cabin, which 
is situated on the back of a 1946 
Chevrolet truck. Inside is a bed, 
cooker, toilet, stereo system and 
cupboards. It's used as a place 
to sleep when owner Dave Bell 
travels to events and festivals. 


WINNER 

Budget 


category 



Ty Mynydd Fach (Little 
Mountain Hut): 
owned by Andy Walker 
from Lancashire 

Ty Mynydd Fach is made in the 
style of an alpine hut and is 
entirely hand-built using a 
wealth of recycled materials. 
This amazing space brings the 
mountains to the city and is a 
little piece of escapism for Andy. 


m 


Over the next 10 pages we’ll show you 
each of the category winners, plus we 
reveal the 2015 overall winner! 
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O wned by Tracy Caroline Lewis 
from Liverpool, who narrowly 
missed out on becoming the 
overall winner, Owl House 
gets its name due to its unique curved 
wooden window frames, which make 
it look just like an owl. Made entirely from 
cob, recycled plywood and collected recycled 
glass bottles, it even has a grass living roof. 
Tracy uses her shed as a means of escapism 
and relaxation, and it houses a bed and 
comfy chairs and also has a wonderful 
view overlooking coastal sand dunes. 

Tracy said: “Being part of the Shed of the 
Year competition has been such an exciting 
journey and to win the Eco category is a huge 
compliment. The Owl House, lovingly built and 
designed by my friend Leonardo Alvarez Pinel, 
is not only a beautiful creation, but also 
provides wheelchair access, which is crucial 
in allowing me to enjoy the great outdoors." 
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O wned by Cormac Hawkins from 
Surrey, Maid of Dekkin is a 
floating beach hut on a river. 

Situated on a decked pontoon, 
the shed contains an engine and steering 
wheel and can be driven on water. Used 
for relaxing in, the shed is complete with 
a fold-out bed, tables, chairs, a parasol 
and a drinks trolley. 

Cormac said: “I'm honoured to have won 
the Normal category in the Shed of the Year 
competition. It was hugely unexpected - the 
other entries were so clever and unique. The 
competition is all about fun and the celebration 
of creativity and quirkiness, and Maid of Dekkin 
is designed to be enjoyed. It has always given 
me and my friends and family a huge amount 
of pleasure and I hope it brings a smile to all 
those that see it.” 
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Sheddie showcase 



WINNER 
Workshop 
& Studio 
category 


O wned by Luke Anthony Wesley 
from Bedfordshire, Cabin of 
the Green Man is used as 
a workshop from which he 
creates beautifully intricate chainsaw 
carvings of Green Man faces. It is a 
freestanding structure made from ash from 
local woodland, pallets, reclaimed timber 
and reclaimed glass. The inside walls are 
made from old pallets, furniture and wooden 
units. Luke said: “I have thoroughly enjoyed 
building and showing my shed and being part 
of the programme." 
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O wned by Colin Edmonson 

from Greater Manchester, the 
truly unique and mobile Micro 
Shed measures just 1.2 * 0.6 
x 1 . 2 m tall and is built on a miniature 
railway wagon. There's just enough room 
for a comfy deep buttoned seat, a stove, a 
model railway and a shelf for a whisky glass. 
Colin said: “Our little 'shed on a railway' was 
intended to make people smile and now it's us 
who are smiling! It is wonderful to know that 
there are so many people out there who share 
an interest in miniature railways and voted for 
us. We certainly didn't expect to get this far in 
the competition and have had so much fun in 
the process." 

— m 


non 
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Sheddie showcase 



wned by Rebecca Bunting from 
Nottinghamshire, Teasel’s 
Wood Cabin is inspired by 
American log cabins and fuses 
a mixture of different styles. The exterior 
walls are made with larch cladding to achieve 
an authentic rustic look with cedar shakes 
on the roof. Used as an extra living space, the 
interior decor and furniture has been collected 
from America. Rebecca said: “Being involved in 
the Shed of the Year competition has been an 
exhilarating experience and something I will 
remember forever... Thanks to all those who 
helped us realise our dream!" 
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T he Garden Office category was 
won by Crafty Monkey at the 
Beach owner Chrissy Brown from 
Cambridgeshire. An oasis of calm 
and a place for escapism in a hectic world, 
Chrissy's shed doubles up as a stunning 
beach-themed retreat full of seaside mementos 
collected from all over the world and as a work 
space for her arts, crafts and pottery projects. 
Chrissy said: “When I built a garden office at 
the bottom of my garden, I had no idea it 
would take over my life - for the better! 

I became an instant shed-a-holic!” 
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Sheddie showcase 


4 



WINNER 
Historical 
category 



O wned by Michael Chapman 
from Somerset, Corrugated 
Cottage was originally used 
in World War II to house 
land girls. It is made of corrugated iron 
and has been renovated with 1940s and 
1950s furniture and collectables, including 
a seating area, kitchen and bathroom. 

Michael said: Tm amazed and shocked 
to win the Historical category in the Shed of 
the Year competition and would like to thank 
friends, family and everyone who voted for 
Corrugated Cottage. Lovingly restored 
using my skills as a 
trained artist in the 
conservation of old 
buildings, I now 
treat my shed 
as my own 
personal art 
installation." 
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O wned by Andy Walker from 
Lancashire, Ty Mynydd Fach 
is inspired by his love of 
mountain climbing. Made in the 
style of an alpine hut, it is entirely hand-built 
using a wealth of recycled materials. Timber 
beams, pine panelling, marquetry, quirky 
accessories, carvings and beautiful lighting 
brings a touch of the peaks to Andy's garden. 

He said: “The Shed of the Year competition 
has been an awesome experience from start 
to finish - particularly hugging George Clarke 
on national TV! We feel so proud that our 
hut won the category and 
into hold events in 
our shed this summer 
to raise funds 
for charity.” 
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A fter a record-breaking 2,520 
entries, Waiter Micklethwait 
was crowned winner of 
the 2015 Shed of the Year 
competition with his Inshriach 
Distillery. Once a dilapidated hen house, 
the Inshriach Distillery has now become a 
farm shop, which sells carved items, eggs 
and produce, a saloon bar which is a Wild 
West-themed gin joint and a velour upholstered 
piano bar. Made out of mostly recycled items 
including parts of an old dismantled railway 
station, the Inshriach Distillery has a unique 
charm and is home to regular parties. 

Revealed for the first time by George Clarke 
on Channel 4 's Amazing Spaces Shed of the 
Year, the nail-biting competition came to a 
close with Walter taking home the coveted 
title. However, for the first time ever, the 
competition went to deadlock, causing 
organisers to refer back to the majority public 
vote to determine Walter's shed as the 2015 
Shed of the Year winner, which was nearly 
taken by Tracy Lewis and her Owl House - 
sadly she missed out on the prestigious 
title by a whisker as the panel could not 
collectively decide between the two sheds. 

Walter commented: “We faced stiff 
competition in the Pub category so it feels 
great to have won it! I would like to say a huge 
thanks to everyone who voted for Inshriach 


Distillery. What made the competition for 
me were my fellow Sheddies; it was a great 
pleasure to meet and make friends with a 
collection of offbeat, creative, constructive, 
and eccentric characters.” 

When asked about his winning shed, 

Walter said: “We were up against some proper 
craftsmen, brilliant eccentrics and most of all 
a really nice bunch of people so it is an absolute 
honour to have won this year's competition. 

A huge thanks again to everyone who voted for 
us. We're now looking forward to celebrating 
with a gin from the distillery in our shed!" 

George Clarke said: “The nation's love for 
transforming their garden shed to an extension 
of the home is really on trend right now. People 
are embracing the fascinating world of sheds 
like never before as the TV show highlighted 
some of the most creative, beautiful and 
unusual sheds in the country, as well as 
allowing me to meet the talented people 
behind their creations.” 

Andrew Wilcox went on to say: “Picking 
the winner was no mean feat, with a record- 
breaking number of entries, the calibre 
of sheds has been incredible, making this 
the biggest and best competition to date. 
Walter's Inshriach Distillery epitomises 
the competition's ethos of a shed being 
a reflection of a person's personality, 
passion and creativity.” 023 
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ENTERING SHED 
OF THE YEAR 2016 

The competition is now open! 

For more information and to enter 
your shed, visit www.readersheds.co.uk 

or follow . We'll be 

covering all the 2016 entries and 
finalists over the coming issues, 
so stay tuned and good luck! 
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Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court, Crown hill, MK8 OJP MILTON KEYNES 
Tel: 01908 635 000, info@ukfelder.co.uk, www.ukhammer.co.uk 


Combination machine 


Hammer 



• 4.0 HP (3.0 kW) motor 

• Format sliding table 2000 mm 

• 1100 mm outrigger table 

• Precision mitre index system 

• 1 300 mm crosscut fence for outrigger table 

• Planer fence tilts from 90° to 45° 

• Surface planer table length 1400 mm 

• Planing width 31 0 mm 

• Remarkably user friendly 

• Allows rapid retooling 


C3 31 Comfort 

COMBINATION 
MACHINE + 
STARTER-SET 


6 .718,05 

5.390, 00 

Save up to 1.328,05 £ excl. VAT 


Universal saw blade 

0 315 mm, Z 48 


Cutterhead set 

Universal cutter head 
(steel made) 
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I haven’t been to japan - 
not yet, anyway - but to my 
occidental eyes, it has always 
seemed to be a culture that 
is at once quite different and 
yet vanishingly familiar; one 
that is set apart by its distinct 
values and traditions, yet 
which has become a 
comfortable part of our 
everyday life by virtue of its 
products. Try comparing an 
animation from, say, Pixar 
with a story told by Studio 
Ghibli and you can’t fail to 
be struck by this ‘familiarly 
different’ paradox. It’s the 
same in engineering, where 
it’s impossible not to admire 
Japan’s finesse... 



A subtle magic? 


e : 

I 


, ven if it did hasten the 
I death of the plodding 
post-war British motorcycle 
industry with its innovation and precision - a 
combination that today's Triumph Motorcycles 
has embraced, but whose cutting-edge use of 
alloys, for instance, still makes much of Harley 
Davidson's work seem like, well, so much old 
iron. Sorry, Milwaukee. 

Actually, it was iron that started this train 
of thought when I was at David Savage's 
school at Rowden recently (Gl/l/298), where 
Chris Schwarz touched on the subject of 
woodworking traditions. For while the origins 
of both occidental and oriental woodworking 
lie in the same place - Egypt - local factors 
have meant that their practices evolved in 
different ways, especially when it came to 
tool-making in japan, which isn't blessed 
with great mineral resources. 

Precious iron 

Though japan obviously now imports the iron 
it needs, historically the ore was very difficult 
to source, to the extent, Chris explained, that 
it had to be sifted from the silt of stream beds. 
This scarcity made the supply of steel (of which 



Dave Roberts, Consultant Editor 



Design necessity: a wooden body and 
economical use of steel 


David Savage - a man who's passionate 
about Japanese planes 

iron is a key component, of course) equally 
scant, and a resource that the Japanese 
husbanded carefully by making wooden¬ 
bodied tools, and developing ways to make 
their blades small - Japanese plane irons 
aren't as long as Western ones - and as 
thin as possible. Their saw blades are so 
thin, in fact, “that the only way they could 
withstand use," Chris said, “was to cut on the 
pull stroke," though eastern cultures, he adds, 
also have a tradition of sitting to work, which 
is conducive to pulling rather than pushing. 

A journey towards enlightenment 

Now, I'm not remotely qualified to go all Zen 
about this, but I wonder whether that push/ 
pull difference doesn't reflect an equally strong 
contrast in our attitudes or approaches to 
woodworking generally? While pushing a tool, 
especially in a standing position, allows a 
lot of force to be applied, that force can't be 
controlled with the same finesse (there's that 
word again) as it can in a tool that is being 
pulled towards you. The one approach rather 
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Another Japanese tool, this time a knife, whose high-carbon steel takes an excellent edge, 
and flat back suits it beautifully to cutting veneers following a deep guide 


suggests subjugation of the wood, while the 
other... well, I don't know; perhaps it suggests 
an altogether more subtle woodworking 
magic? I do know, though, that if you ask 
David Savage about his conversion to japanese 
planes (“Whose beautifully sharpened edges 
go 'Whoosh!' and give you a five micron 
shaving!'') in the pursuit of a finish that comes 
straight from the cutting edge and requires 
no sanding, he talks almost in terms of a 
journey towards enlightenment: “A japanese 
plane is incredibly simple,'' David breathes, 
reverentially. “There are only three 
components: a body, a back iron, and a blade; 
there's no wedge or anything. Incredibly 
simple,'' he whispers, “but very sophisticated. 
The blade is tapered in every direction - from 
heel to toe, narrower at bottom than top, 
the top surface is concave, and the back 
is hollowed out. Same with the back iron, 
which is almost as sophisticated as the blade: 
laminated steel made to a specific shape, 
and its [leading] edge set one hair behind 
the cutting edge - no more! - to give the blade 
the stiffness it needs. The body is a block of 
japanese oak that touches just in front of 
the blade, just on the toe, and maybe 
a little on the sides, but the heel is off. 

“As a japanese woodworker, the plane- 
maker would send you these three 
components and you'd be expected to 
bring them together as a working tool. 

But we Westerners don't know that; we 
don't have that knowledge, so we stumble. 

And that's why I wouldn't introduce japanese 
planes to beginner woodworkers: they're too 
complicated," embodying a greater variety 
of cutting angles, and indeed irons of varying 
metallurgy to suit different planing actions 


and different timbers, with one set of 
sharpening stones for white steel irons, 
another for the blue. 

“They're a shorthand for an awful lot 
of hand tool skills," and to unpack all the 
cleverness that's built into them David believes 
that you have to have the understanding that 
comes of solid hand-plane skills. So, the way to 
approach them, he maintains, is to 'make your 
bones' with the Western planes first, because, 
“when you know what you're doing - and it's 
taken me a year or so to fathom it - (japanese 


planes) are brilliant. I've had a Norris plane 
for 40 years, and my new japanese plane is 
way ahead, but I'm very glad I've come to 
it at 66, because I didn't get it at 33-" 

The magic of japanese tools 

Back then, David - like many of us now, maybe 
- would perhaps have associated sharpness 
with shininess which, given what we all 
know about smooth surfaces being reflective, 
seems quite intuitive. But whereas man-made 
sharpening stones - which are an intermediate 
part of the process by which his japanese irons 
are honed - raise the shine that's so suggestive 
of flatness and sharpness, the 8,000 to 10,000 
grit natural stones that he uses for the final 
'polish' give the steel a milky colour. The 
reason for this, David suggests, is that the 
natural stone sheds fine particles that are 
ground to even greater fineness as the iron 
is worked on the stone. The result is a slurry 
whose action scores the steel even as it hones. 
“And the Japanese have always said that the 
best surface is misty." 

As I say, the magic of japanese tools seems 
to be a subtle thing, something that requires 
experience to be appreciated. But while the 
Japanese do say that 'years know more than 
books', for those of us who'd like to steal a 
march on time and understand a little more 
right now, I gather that an excellent source 
of information is to found in Toshio Odate's 
Japanese Woodworking Tools: Their Tradition. 
And if you want David's suggestion for 
Japanese planes that are as close to usable 
out of the box as possible, look out for the 
tools of Tsunesaburo Hamono. 03 


I wish I’d thought of that! 




The fascinating thing about workshop solutions is that they're often the distillation of years 
of dissatisfaction with proprietary tools or materials, and experimentation in pursuit of 
A Better Way. In a place like Rowden, there's also a good chance that, when a fix is settled 
upon, it's been well and truly bench-tested by students and instructors alike. Take this tape 
dispenser, for example (the orange one), which Darren - one of Rowden's four teachers - 

uses when taping veneer into place. It has been cunningly 
modified by replacing the serrated cutter (the sort you 
can see on the blue dispenser) with a modified Stanley 
blade which, Darren explains, cuts the tape cleanly rather 
creating a deckle edge. This means that, when it comes 
to peeling the bits of tape off the glued-up veneers, they 
come away in one piece, rather than being encouraged 
by the serrations to tear into endless maddening strips. 

The tape itself, you'll also notice, is clear which, unlike 
conventional paper tape, makes it easier to check the fit 
of the veneers' edges as you lay them down. Darren uses 
a low-tack tape, but even so the effects of a veneer press 
can mean it sticks quite tenaciously, in which case a light 
pass with a warm iron (warm being the operative word) 
will soften the plastic tape's adhesive enough to make it 

Darren's incredibly clever yet eas Y t° P ee ^ °ff- 
simple tape dispenser for Anyway, I'm just off to the patents office 

working with veneers now; this thing's going to make me a million... 
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Japanese joinery 


Close-up of an almost 
complete model. Note 
the Master-Angle board 
resting against the leg 
of the table 


Michael Huntley 

tells us about the 
lapanese carpentry 
masterclass he ran 
earlier this year 
and talks us through 
the process for 
marking out joints 
for hip rafters and 
wall-plates 



Japanese carpentry 
conies to Wiltshire 


I n August, the first Japanese joinery 
masterclass in the UK was held in a small 
village in Wiltshire. It was organised by 
the Japanese Tool Group, run by Andy Ryalls 
and me at Phoenix Building Conservation near 
Salisbury. Andy and I met in 2011 and discovered 
a mutual interest in Japanese carpentry and 
tools. The appeal of Japanese woodwork is that 
the ethos of care, respect and balance permeates 
all aspects of the craft from tea house and 
temple building to furniture making. 

Japanese tradition 

Unlike the European carpentry tradition, 
which had a break for about 600 years when 
the Romans left, the Japanese tradition had 


a continuous development from 200BCto 
the present day. By the mid 7th century, 
Japanese carpenters were building structures 
that are still around today. We may wonder 
whether we need to understand Japanese 
carpentry but we cannot escape the fact that 
their tradition is one of the oldest and most 
successful in the world. 

Mathieu Peeters, who taught the course 
and is the founder of Oostenwind, received 
his training in traditional Japanese carpentry 
at East Wind Inc. in California and apprenticed 
under Len Brackett, East Wind's CEO and 
Ryosei Kaneko, a Japanese tea house carpenter. 
Mathieu has worked extensively in Japan and 
around the world. 
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Japanese joinery 



A Pic.i Japanese carpentry works on centrelines. The first job, once all the 
timber has been squared up, was for Mathieu to snap a centreline using a 
sumi-sashi ink line. We used American tulipwood from Sydenhams timber 
yard, Maiden Bradley, because it is stable and clean. More about marking 
out can be found on Mathieu’s blog: https://fabulalignarius.wordpress. 
com/2015/05/ 



A Pic.2 Here Mathieu is using a scribing gauge. This was new to us 
and is very useful. They are available from www.suzukitool.com 


A Pic.3 Another new idea 
was to use paper triangles 
to identify the various 
angles in a 3D roof. All 
the angles are based on 
right-angled triangles, so 
each triangle can be drawn 
using the sashigane square 
and Pythagoras’ Theorem. 
Sounds complicated but it 
isn’t once you get going 




A Pic.4 Here a paper triangle has been drawn using Pythagoras’ Theorem 
and it is placed on the actual location where a layout line needs to be 
drawn, just below point (Bi). This makes it easier to visualise how the 
layout lines relate to the 3D model. One of our group drew up a CAD version 
of the model, which could be rotated and all the main angles were shown 
in different coloured triangles 



A Pic.5 This is the paper model for the backing cut on the hip rafter 



A Pic .6 Here are all the different triangles used, based on a 'unit square’. 
All that is needed is the rise and run and everything else follows. This is 
not unique to Japanese carpentry of course; there are various Western 
ways of doing the same thing. However, as Japanese temple carpentry 
is a fine example of the craft, it is interesting to see how they do it 


54 GW300 December 2015 www.getwoodworking.com 






















Japanese joinery masterclass 



▲ Pic.7 Starting to cut the wall-plates for the model 


Pic.8 Some people 
choose to work on 
the floor, which 
allows you to use 
your own weight 
to hold the timber. 
It is also easier 
on your back 





▲ Pic .9 The standard Japanese position for chiselling. 
The wall-plate is raised up on blocks 


A Pic.10 Lap joint floors were cleaned up with rebate planes. 
The American tulipwood was fairly kind to work 




A Pic.li Another view of cleaning up the laps. Note the small number A Pic.12 A Japanese planing beam. This timber needed 

of tools on the bench. It is not how many tools you have but how you use a couple of strokes with a finely-set plane to get it to fit 

them that counts 
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Japanese joinery 



A Pic.13 Killing the fibres. Just hammer the surface where the joint fits, 
insert the joint, and the natural moisture in the air will expand the fibres 
again for a really solid fit 


A Pic.14 Cutting the housings for the Jack rafters 





A Pic.15 Final fit - everything must be carefully aligned 
as the sections are large and the joints are tight 


A Pic.16 Using a paring guide for the shoulders 
of the oblique lap cut on the underside of the hip 
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A Pic.17 Completed model and course participants 


Ko-kou-gen 

This year's course was based around the 
concept of ko-kou-gen, the system of marking 
out joints for hip rafters and wall-plates. 
Although the majority of participants were 
timber framers by trade or inclination, the 
processes taught introduced a level of accuracy 
(0.25mm) that would be applicable to what 
we would define as joinery or cabinetmaking. 

In Japan the division of trades, and their 
appropriate accuracies, does not exist. A house 
builder is expected to be able to build the 
interior fittings and the furniture if required. 
One pleasing aspect of the course for me as 
someone about to retire was the high number 
of younger woodworkers who participated. 

The process 

I hope the photos here have given you a flavour 
of the course. Another one is planned with the 
subject being furniture making in some aspect 
or another. Email me - onehundredchisels@ 
btinternet.com - to be put on the mailing list 
for courses and future meetings. I'll write more 
about Japanese tools, techniques and aesthetic 
over the coming issues. S3 
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Project 

Getting 

scrappy 

Mike Warren shows 
you how to build 
this attractive 
and highly effective 
table using pieces 
of scrap wood 



t might be hard to believe, but this 
attractive end-grain table was made 
almost entirely with scrap wood. It looks 
amazing and is easy to make as the size 
of scrap wood you use doesn't matter, and 
you don't have to be too precise with your cuts. 

The only parts of this project I bought were a 
914mm section of walnut post and felt pads for 
the bottom of the feet; the rest was all leftover 
wood. Making an end-grain table from your 
own scrap pile is not only a great reuse, but 
gives any nice wood scraps you have a new life. 

Finding offcuts 

We have a full wood shop at my work, with 
loads of people making all kinds of things. 

We have a 'leftovers' bin where larger pieces 
of wood can be stored and are free to use. 

Some of the wood in there is really nice, but 
usually too small to do anything useful with. 

With the exception of the walnut corner/ 
leg pieces, this end table was made from 
salvaged wood from the leftovers bin. I used a 
combination of softwood and hardwood, and 



A Pic.i Any offcuts will work for this project - 
raid the scrap bin and see what you can find! 


think I lucked upon some exotic wood, too! 
There were bits from old furniture, weird edge 
bits, and offcuts from projects that didn't work 
out (Pic.i). Some wood looked brand new and 
some looked like it had seen better days - all 
was fair game to be included in this table. 

Square & cut to size 

This table used a lot of wood. Before you 
can get started you'll need to prepare each 
piece to make the assembly much easier. 

Square up each piece of scrap wood using 
a planer or table saw, and cut the larger 
scraps into multiple pieces and down to more 
manageable dimensions. Knowing I wanted 
an irregular height bottom to my table, 

I deliberately chopped any similar length pieces 
to have different lengths. Those offcuts were 
also saved and used. 

Since most of the wood doesn't have a 
common dimension, you're going to have 
lots of gaps, so you'll need thin pieces of scrap 
wood, too. Save all your offcuts - chances 
are you can use them to fill in gaps later. 



A Pic.2 To get an idea of placement, 
assemble your table upside down 


Corner legs 

I had a really nice piece of walnut that I bought 
and thought it would be perfect in this project. 

Marking the centre on the end, bisect the 
piece on the table saw, then rip the two halves 
in half again to create four equally square legs. 
Using a table saw sled, square the ends. 

Planning arrangement 

Once you have your wood square, roughly arrange 
them by length. This table is built upside down, 
so you'll need a flat work surface to assemble the 
pieces. Before any gluing, arrange the cut wood 
vertically to get an idea of placement (Pic.2). It was 
here I realised that I could cut most of the pieces 
and create more surface area from the offcuts. 

I went for a design that had longer pieces in the 
centre and shorter pieces closer to the edges. 

Edge glue-up 

Before starting any gluing, cover your 
work surface with paper. Since this table is 
constructed upside down, a lot of glue will 
drip from between the pieces - you don't 
want to glue your table to your work surface! 

I planned my table surface to be 406mm 
square, so I made a template from a straight 
piece of wood that was marked at 406mm. 
Clamp, not glue, the walnut legs to the 
template (Pic.3) at the 406mm mark to make 
the boundary, then glue scrap wood to fill the 
space between the clamped legs using the 
template as a guide to keep the edge straight. 
Allow glue to dry completely. Repeat for each 
side of the table to create the table perimeter. 

Interior assembly 

After the perimeter of the table is constructed 
and the glue has dried you can focus on 
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A Pic.3 Use clamps to hold everything together, A Pic .4 First, fill any gaps with straight wood, 

with more pieces of scrap at the sides then cut off any plug ends using a coping saw 



building up the interior. Starting with shorter 
pieces closer to the edges, glue wood scraps 
to the perimeter and work your way inwards. 
Pay attention to wood height and try to space 
out similar types of wood. 

Fill the entire interior of your table with scrap 
wood - you may have to reconfigure some 
of the pieces as you go along to create the 
best arrangement based on your scraps. 

Use clamps to keep the perimeter stable 
while you build the interior. When you can't 
get any more wood into the interior, let the 
glue dry overnight. 

Flip over 

Once the glue is completely dry, flip the table 
over and peel off the protective paper. Despite 
my best efforts to fill the table with wood there 
are plenty of gaps, but don't worry as these can 
be filled in with thin scrap wood, this time with 
the table right side up. 

Fill gaps 

With the table standing upright, fill in the gaps 
with more scrap wood. An easy way I found 
was to give small scraps a slight taper, allowing 
the tapered end to be inserted into the gap 
with a bit of glue to act as a plug. 

Once all gaps were filled, allow the glue 
to dry completely overnight. You can then 
trim the plug ends with a coping saw (Pic. 4 ). 

Router top - making 
level edging 

Though the table was constructed on a flat 
surface, and it looks flat, there's a lot of 
variation on the surface. You'll need to router 
the top to make a flat and level top; this is 
easier and produces better results than just 


trying to sand the top down. To rout the top 
you'll need to set up a level edge for the router 
to float on. Start by measuring 609mm from 
the ground, then nail a straight board level to 
one side. Repeat this on the opposite side to 
create level and parallel rails for the router to 
ride along (Pic.5). 

Next, you need to make an extended table for 
the router to sit on in order to reach the parallel 
rails. My rails were 406mm apart so my router 
table needed to be at least double that in order 
to reach both sides. Using a long and thick 
piece of flat plywood, drill an opening in the 
centre for the router bit, then drill more holes 
for the router collar to be screwed into. I also 
made a spine on my router table to keep it 
from bowing during operation. Countersink all 
screws to hide the screw heads inside the piece 
and keep a level base for the router to glide on. 

Router top - levelling 

With the router table and level parallel rails 
on the table, the surface can be levelled. Set 
the router depth to take off about 12mm, then 
carefully place the router on the rails and work 
around the entire surface of the table top. This 
table will take about 30 minutes to rout. Doing 
this also makes a huge mess, which is fun, but 
make sure you use appropriate dust extraction 
and PPE at all times. 

Sanding 

After levelling the table surface you can start 
sanding. I began at 100 grit, then worked my 
way to 220 grit and got a very nice and smooth 
finish (Pic. 6 ). 

Because there's a mix of hard and softwoods 
in this project it sands unevenly, and care has 
to be taken not to sand too aggressively and 


Scrap ends table 



A Pic .5 Adding a level edge to the table top 
gives the router something to float on 



A Pic .8 This table would make an ideal sofa 
end table or would look great in a hallway 


potentially create low spots where the softer 
wood is sanded faster. 

Sand edges & sides 

Sand the edges and sides with 180 grit to get 
rid of any sharp parts and smooth any rough 
spots. I wanted to leave the sides mostly rough, 
as I think it adds to the character of the table, 
but this is entirely up to you. 

Finishing 

To seal and protect the table, and to really 
make the end-grain pop, use a few coats 
of Danish oil. Wearing protective gear and 
working in a well-ventilated area, add Danish 
oil to a rag and rub into the table. After 
application, wipe off any excess Danish oil 
and after about an hour, apply a second coat. 

Felt feet 

To protect the floor wherever this table ends 
up, and to make it easy to slide around, add 
felt pads to the feet of your table (Pic.7) - 
these can easily be sourced online. 

Place 

Your scrap wood table is now ready to be 
placed (Pic. 8 ). My table is about 609mm 
high and works perfectly as a sofa end table, 
and having it close to the front door of my 
apartment means it's sure to get plenty 
of adoring looks when people enter! 023 


INSTRUCTABLES.COM 

To see an online version of the table build 
and to download a PDF version of the 
project, see www.instructables.com/id/ 
scrap-ends-table 
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Project 



or a Christmas present or seasonal 
decoration that looks stunning and 
can be made in just a few hours, try this 
classic candleholder. The tea-lights cost 
next to nothing but create a really festive feel, 
and give you a perfect excuse to make the 



A Pic.i Cut your timber to size, cleaning up 
sawn edges with a plane or disc sander; on wild 
grain a belt sander is an easy way to smooth 
the top. Mark two centrelines... 


holder from a timber with an interesting 
figure, which will be shown off nicely by the 
candlelight. I had a short piece of burr oak, 
which had been sitting in the workshop 
for several years waiting to be made into 
something special. The block was 200mm 



A Pic .2 ...then position several tea-lights 
on the hardwood block to give some idea 
of spacing. This is important if you want to 
end up with a regular geometric pattern! 


square and 50 mm-thick, but the size isn't 
critical; you can arrange the number and 
pattern of the holders to suit the material. 

Tea-lights are 38mm in diameter, so the holes 
need to be drilled a tad larger and also slightly 
deeper than the candles to stop melting wax 
overflowing onto the top of the holder. 

A 41mm Forstner bit will do the job; for 
accuracy, use a pillar drill if you have one, or 
a mains-powered drill mounted in a drill stand. 

Before marking out the holes, plane and sand 
the block. A disc sander is the easiest way 
to get the ends square, while using a belt 
sander followed by a random orbit tool is a 
very effective way of smoothing wild grain. 

When it comes to the drilling, if you're 
working a dense hardwood, take care not to 
plunge the bit too rapidly as this will cause 
the teeth to overheat and scorch the timber. 

Let the bit cool down between holes. Once 
the holes have been drilled you can apply a 
couple of coats of finishing oil, lightly sanding 
between each coat, followed by clear wax. 03 
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Christmas tea-light holder 



4 Pic .3 Using a centre 
punch, mark the 
position of each 
tea-light - if the 
punch is worn, 
sharpen the tip 
to a fine point 
on a disc sander 
or with a file 



4 Pic .4 Insert a 
Forstner bit in the 
drill, tighten up and 
cramp the block to 
the base. Plunge the 
bit slowly into the 
timber, frequently 
withdrawing to 
clear the waste 



◄ Pic .5 Once all the 
holes are drilled, 
sand the surface 
of the block with 
240 grit abrasive. 
Remove dust and 
lightly dampen the 
timber with a cloth 
to raise the grain 





Produce your own timber 
with a compact LT1 5 
sawmill, and unleash 
your creative potential! 
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Windsor Chairmaking book by James Mursell: 

Reproduction furniture is more popular than ever, 
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a section of projects to try. A must for all new or 


Bosch 7 Piece Holesaw Set: 

Set of 7 Bosch hole cutters for use in cutting 
diameters from 26 mm to 64 mm in wood, 
plasterboard and building boards. 

7 hole cutters 

Diameter 26/32/39/45/51/58/64 mm 


keen woodwork enthusiasts. 


For use in wood, plasterboard, building boards 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 1st January 2016. *Gift for UK subscribers only, while stocks last. 
**When you subscribe by Direct Debit. Please see www.mytimemedia.co.uk for full terms & conditions. 


SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE CALL OUR ORDER LINE Quote ref: X327 

(§) www.getwoodworking.com/subscribe (J) 0844 243 9023 

Lines open Mon- Fri- 8am -8.00pm GMT & Sat -9.30am -3.30pm GMT 


UK Calls costs 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. Overseas calls will cost more. 




















WIN! £500 to spend 
with Trend Routing 
Technology 


To celebrate our 300th issue, Trend 
is offering one lucky winner the chance 
to win a £500 voucher to spend on 
their products - see below for details! 


2015 has seen Trend celebrating its 60th 
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Protect and enhance the natural beauty 
of wood with Treatex Hardwax Oil 



Treatex Hardwax Oil 

protects and enhances the 
appearance of all types of 
internal wood surfaces including 
floors, stairs, doors, furniture and 
worktops. Treatex Hardwax Oil is 
manufactured on a base of natural 
sustainable raw materials: jojoba 
oil, linseed oil, sunflower oil, 
beeswax, candelilla wax and 
carnauba wax. 

• Brings out the timber grain 

• Adds warmth to wood 

• Easy to apply 

• Quick drying 

• No sanding required between coats 

• Low odour 

• Resistant to spills of water, wine, 
beer, coffee, tea and fizzy drinks 

• Withstands high temperatures 

• Very durable 

• Easy to clean and maintain 

• Spot repairable 

• Safe for use on children’s toys 

tel: 01844 260416 
www.treatex.co.uk 
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Horse, 17 Superb Designs 



Plans, books, DVD’s, 
timber packs, accessories & fittings. 

Carving Courses 

Whether you are an experienced carver 
or have never carved before, you will 
benefit enormously from one of our 
courses. 



www.rockinghorse.co.uk Tel: 0800 7315418 

Fangfoss, YORK Y041 5JH 
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PROFESSIONAL 


Input Power: 1,200 Watt. 

No Load Speed: 5,000/min. 

Blade: 185 x 20mm Bore. 

Cutting Capacity: @90°: 0-65mm, 
@45°: 0-43mm. 


AS TESTED & REVIEWED IN 

Woodworking 

CRAFTSC 


ONLY 

£ 79.99 


Limited Time From 
Selected Stockists 


185mm Circular Saw with Laser Guide 

SPKTK65 / L 



To find your local stockist, please visit www.sparkypowertoolsbiz.com 
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PROFESSIONAL 


Input Power: 1,800 Watt. 

No Load Speed: 4,500/min. 

Blade: 235 x 30mm Bore. 

Cutting Capacity: @90°: 0-85mm, 
@45°: 0-56mm. 


235mm Circular Saw with Laser Guide 

SPKTK85/L 




































Who’d have 
thought I'd still 
be here after 300 
15 issues! I still 
remember the 
excitement and 
anticipation when working on 
that very first issue. Taken on 
as Technical Editor, our first 
group test was scrollsaws. 

A small attic office served 
as a temporary workshop in 
those early days, soon replaced 
with a much larger work area 
just down the road in Bath. 
Although with plenty of space, 
being upstairs presented its 
own problems, notably when 
it came to testing planer/ 
thicknessers. It was no joke 
trying to get a cast-iron 
machine up the stairs! 

There have been many 
changes to the magazine 
over the years, but we’re 
grateful to everyone who has 
supported Good Woodworking 
from issue 1. 

d 


Phil Davy, Consultant Editor 




Book review 


Cabin Lessons 

As woodworkers, a good few of us 
have probably at some stage had the 
romantic notion of constructing a shed or 
summerhouse as somewhere to escape life's 
pressures. Building a family 
cabin on the banks of North 
America's Lake Superior may 
seem idyllic, though the tale 
described here is more hard 
graft, grit and tears than 
sentimental journey. The end 
result was obviously worth 
the considerable hassle 
involved, though. 

Spike Carlson, Editor of a 
US DIY magazine, previously 
ran his own construction 
business, so certainly knows 
how to wield a saw and cut 
rafters. He describes the 
entire process in entertaining 
style, from finding and buying land to paint 
roller fights at the finishing stage of the build. 
It's very much a family affair, his wife equally 
at home designing the cabin and getting her 


hands dirty with nailgun or hammer. 

Her experience of buying a first power tool, 
a random orbit sander, is enlightening. 

Who said colour was unimportant! 

There are a handful of 
black and white photos and 
diagrams, enough to give a 
flavour of what the entire 
project's about. Should you 
want a break from poring 
over a typical woodwork 
guide, Cabin Lessons has 
plenty to set you thinking, 
whether it's reflecting on 
relationships, construction 
dilemmas or the joys of 
canoeing. This isn't Grand 
Designs ; more Channels 
Amazing Spaces with a 
little philosophy thrown in... 

★★★★ 

Published by Storey Publishing 
Price: £10.99 

Web: www.amazon.co.uk 


CABIN 

LESSONS 



Q&A 


Panel cutting 


Q l need to cut up 8 x 4ft sheets of 
plywood and MDF on a fairly regular 
basis but have quite a small workshop, with 
no space for a table saw. Can you suggest 
the best way to do this accurately, please? 

A Beckett, Newcastle 

A With no table saw, the most 
efficient way is to use a 
portable circular saw. You'll need 
a guide clamp across the panel, 
available in lengths up 
to 1,270mm. For cutting 
lengthwise, secure a timber straightedge 
(or offcut from a board) to guide the saw. 

If you're feeling flush, a plunge saw and rail 
system is highly accurate, easy to use and 


arguably safer than a conventional circular 
saw as the blade retracts when you finish 
cutting. Rails can be connected together 
so there's no need to cramp a straightedge. 

If you're able to cut materials outdoors 
this will help, though you're 
obviously restricted by weather 
conditions. Don't forget to wear 
a face mask and preferably use 
extraction on the saw if cutting 
inside the workshop. 

It's worth checking with 
your timber supplier or builder's 
merchant as they may have a wall saw. These 
cut very accurately (within about lmm) and 
will save you a lot of work. You're normally 
charged per cut, though cost is minimal. 
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House and Garden 


Winter project 


Takes: A weekend 


PICTURE FRAMES 


Cut several veneer strips with a craft 
knife and straightedge. These should be slightly 
wider than the finished timber size 


between the blade and the rear fence with 
a rigid plastic set square or a digital angle 
finder. For greatest accuracy, it's better 
if you leave the blade position set up once 
you're happy with the accuracy of the 
cut. You can saw both left- and right-hand 
mitres simply by flipping the moulding over. 
Always rout rebates plus moulded profiles 
before sawing mitres. It's more accurate 
to do this on a router table, though a small 
hand-held palm router is fine for minor 
profiling. Make sure you assemble the frame 
on a completely flat surface, too. Don't 
assume a bench top is dead flat without 
checking it with a straightedge first. 


Check the grain matches on each length 
and mark with a crayon. Spread PVA glue 
liberally on to each piece of wood 


You’ve been 
framed! 

Phil Davy shows you how 
to make your own picture 
frames - the perfect 
Christmas present! 


n Although you can buy decent enough 
picture frames for just a few pounds 
at your local supermarket or online, 
they're often quite similar to one another. 

Making your own means you can experiment 
with various woods and profiles, so they 
become more individual. They also make 
great presents, particularly when framing 
a favourite family photo or picture. They're 
cheap enough to produce if you've a few 
offcuts of suitable length, too. Assuming 
you have a suitable saw for cutting mitres 
accurately, all you need is glass and hardboard 
or MDF backing to complete. Contrasting 
vivid timber such as padauk with pale 
sycamore veneer looks quite dramatic 
and is easy enough to achieve. 

Mitre accuracy 

To ensure good, tight joints it's essential 
that opposite sides of a square or rectangular 
frame are identical in length. If not, there's 
no way that mitres will close up without a gap 
somewhere. If using a powered mitre saw this 


Plane the timber slightly thicker than 
the finished frame size. Saw the board to give 
narrow lengths, then plane their sawn edges 


is relatively easy as you just need to cramp 
a stop in the correct position along the fence. 
If the frame sides are longer than the rear 
fence of the saw, plane up a long, straight 
backing board that can be cramped to this. 
You plunge the blade down through this 
board on the first cut. 

Don't assume that the 45 ° mitre settings on 
your saw's protractor base are spot-on. With 
the machine unplugged, check the angle 
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Cramp the three lengths together, with 
veneer strips sandwiched in between. Adjust, 
as the timber will slide when tightening cramps 




Once the glue has dried, plane the face 
side, then thickness the timber so it finishes 
at 20mm 


Cut a rebate 10 x 7mm on the underside 
of the timber. It's easiest to do this on a router 
table with a straight bit 



Mark the frame pieces to approximate 
length and saw one end at 45 °- Do this on each 
component 


Add decorative chamfers on both inside 
and outside edges. Use a bearing-guided 
chamfer bit in a palm router or table mounted 



position against the mitre saw fence. Cramp a 
stop to the fence and cut two matching pieces 



Clean up the surfaces with a finely-set 
block plane, but if timber has interlocking grain, 
then use a cabinet scraper for final smoothing 


Check that the frame is square. If not, 
trim with a finely-set bench plane and mitre 
shooting board 


_] Set out a Veritas cramp ready for the 
frame. Apply PVA glue to the mitres and position 
the pieces. Firmly tighten each corner adjuster 




1 ' 3 


*1 A 

L ft 


ic 

1 Brush on finishing oil and wipe off 

14 

Cut 2mm glass to size or order this from 

15 


excess after a few minutes. Alternatively, 
simply apply a clear wax polish and buff 


a glazier. A piece of 3mm hardboard or MDF is 
ideal for backing 


Insert glass followed by the photo. 
Either pin or clip the backing board into the 
rebate and attach hooks or a flap 


www.getwoodworking.com December 2015 GW300 71 






























House and Garden 


Techniques & tips 



Sawing & 
trimming mitres 


I used a sliding mitre saw for cutting 
the mitres on the padauk frame, 
while I reverted to my trusty 
Nobex Champion saw for making a hexagonal 
frame. One of the advantages of using this 
saw is the indexed protractor base. Not only 
when making cuts at 45 ° and 90 0 , but the 
icons make it quick to select the correct angle 
for sawing precise mitres for five, six, eight 
and 12-sided frames. You don't even have to 
bother with a sliding bevel; the angles here 
are spot-on. 

If you need to trim a sawn joint, perhaps 
the most accurate method is to use a mitre 
shooting board with a finely-set bench plane. 


One of the most useful workshop aids, 
you can build one from MDF or birch ply 
for longer life. My board has a removable 
triangular section, which is screwed halfway 
along its length. Fortrimming timber at 45 ° 
it works well, assuming the plane is nicely 
honed. Fortrimming end-grain at 90 0 , 
simply unscrew the triangle and revert 
to the hardwood stop across the end. 

A disc sander is another way of trimming 
mitres accurately, particularly if your machine 
has a sliding fence. Don't forget that opposite 
sides of a frame must be identical, so check 
each pair for length and trim both pieces if 
necessary. 


Veritas four-way 
speed damp 

This is quite an expensive cramp, 
but capacity is pretty impressive 
and it works a treat. Consisting 
of four steel rods, each length is screwed 
into a sturdy, glass-filled nylon corner block. 
These in turn enable the adjacent rod to slide 
through it at 90 0 . Brass speed clamping nuts 
are tightened against the corners to provide 
pressure when assembling a frame. Because 
the knurled nuts have offset threads, you can 
slide them along the rods rapidly, threads only 
biting when they reach a solid corner. 

It's only possible to cramp up square or 
rectangular frames, but the Veritas system 
does this particularly well. In standard format 
it will accommodate a frame up to 585mm 
square. Four extension rods are included, 
which increases the already sizeable capacity 
to 1,115mm square, or a rectangle 585 x 
1,650mm. When not in use, the kit is quick 
to dismantle and store, while cramping is fast 
and solid. 


★★★★★ 

Price: £ 34-96 

Web: www.axminster.co.uk 



Brass speed clamping nuts can be tightened 
against the corners to provide pressure when 
assembling a frame 
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The fence grips the saw blade while 
still allowing it to move back and forth 


V nails can be hammered in with the aid of 
an insertion tool 


Axminster picture 
framing kit 


For occasional framing work this 
clamp from Nobex is cheap enough 
and easy to use. It consists of 2.5m of 
nylon cord, which is threaded through a series 
of flexible plastic corners. Tensioning is 
achieved by pulling the cord taut and locking 
it off through a specific grooved block. With 
eight corners included, you can cramp 
pentagons, hexagons and octagons, as well as 
squares and rectangles. I'm not sure how long 
these corners will last, though, as they're 
thinly hinged. This is to enable them to flex to 
different angles, depending on the number of 
sides to the frame. 

A simple, budget cramping system for 
occasional use, then. If you only want to 
cramp up conventional four-sided frames, 
a kit with just four corners costs £6.25. 

Price: £ 8.95 

Web: www.axminster.co.uk 



Tensioning is achieved by pulling the cord 
taut and locking it off through a specific 
grooved block 


If you're keen to start making your 
own frames but don't have specialist 
tools, then this kit is an ideal way 
to start. It includes all you need, from actually 
cutting the mitres and cramping the joints to 
finishing off with various eyes, pins, wire and 
even small picture hangers. 

There's even a hardpoint mitre saw included 
(305mm blade), used in conjunction with a 
sturdy alloy mitre cramp. You can either fix this 
to a baseboard or secure it to a table top with a 
removable threaded screw. Only 45 ° mitres are 
possible. Maximum moulding capacity possible 
is 77mm, though I'm not sure the saw would 
cope too well cutting this size. For sawing 
mitres, a rigid plastic fence is fixed to the 
cramp assembly with a hex key. Containing 
several magnets, the fence grips the saw blade 
while still allowing it to move back and forth. 
While this enables the blade to remain vertical, 

I found there was still slight blade flexing when 
making an initial cut across the moulding. 


Still, it's a help if you have no other means 
of sawing mitres. 

Once you've sawn matching left and right 
mitres you can position them tight together 
in the cramp, though you'll probably need to 
trim the faces first. Then you can use 'V' nails 
across the joint, hammered in with the aid of 
an insertion tool. On the downside, you can 
only cramp up one corner at a time, though if 
using 'V' nails, this is still quite fast as no glue 
is needed. 

As well as a 'V' nail insertion tool (and two 
sizes of nails), there's also a frame point tool 
and tabs provided for securing a backing 
board once picture and glass are in the frame. 
This fairly comprehensive kit is supplied in a 
plastic case and Axminster sell a range of 
fittings to top up when items run low. 

★★★★' 

Price: £ 37-96 

Web: www.axminster.co.uk 
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House and Garden 


Out & about: Cornish Christmas 




Driftwood 
Christmas tree 


A Pic.2 Measure each branch and mark the 
approximate centre point. This is definitely 
not fine woodworking! 


A Pic.3 A bradawl is handy to start each hole. 
Drill right through every branch with a flat or 
dowel bit 


A Pic.5 Alternate short and long branches 
as you thread them on to the studding. 

Fit an M 8 nut at the top to finish off 


A Pic.6 Decorate the tree with baubles, lights 
or just leave it unadorned. It would look great 
in a porch or outdoors 


A Pic.i It only took a few minutes to gather 
this driftwood from the beach. Who knows 
the age of the timber or where it originated., 


L 


A Pic.4 The studding should be a tight fit 
in the bottom branch. Enlarge holes in the 
remaining wood if necessary 


n it was my wife jan's idea, really. Returning to our favourite beach in Cornwall back 

at Easter, we were amazed at just how much driftwood was scattered across the beach 
(Pic.i). Perfect for a barbecue in summer, perhaps, but a bit too early in the year for 
that. Having seen various decorative driftwood items in home stores, a Christmas tree seemed 
a great way to give the house a maritime feel during the festive season. 

Although it's illegal to remove rocks or pebbles from British beaches these days, as far as Em 
aware this doesn't apply to driftwood. I could be wrong, but thought it worth the risk. After all, 
beachcombing could be interpreted as simply clearing litter... You could just as easily use dead 
branches found in woodland areas, though it's probably not a good idea to go hacking them 
off a perfectly healthy tree. 

Tree construction 

For Christmas tree height you're only restricted by the length of the centre rod (Pic. 2 ). I used a 
lm length of M 8 ( 8 mm) steel studding, though it would probably work just as well with a piece 
of dowelling. You could use 6 mm rod for a smaller tree, though the thinner the studding gets, 
the more it will flex. 

Simply drill a clearance hole through the middle of each branch with a flat or dowel bit, (Pic. 3 ) 
then stack them on the rod. You may need to add a couple of feet to the bottom branch to help 
stability. It took about 40 branches to complete the lm height, though obviously this depends 
on the diameter of each piece. For storage, you can rotate the branches so they roughly line up, 
or dismantle the tree and have a barbecue! 

The cost for this taste of Cornwall at Christmas was about £2.50 for the studding, plus cream 
tea expenses as payment for collecting the material! da 
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Fine Woodworking Tools 



Made In Canada 


KUNZ 

f. ft ii i € u TQcn s 

Made In Germany 





Made In Japan 


SABURRTOOTH 

Made In USA 



Made In Japan 




* 


nLTKft TlCHnCM-DOV 

Made In United Kingdom 



For your nearest retailer visit - www.johnsontools.co.uk 



















Letters 


Write to: Good Woodworking, 

Enterprise Way Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HG 

Email: tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com 






Staining with iron and vinegar 

Hi, I have just watched a guy on YouTube showing how to make an 
ebony stain by soaking 'oooo' grade wire wool in dear vinegar for about 
a day. The liquid turned a dark brown and he then took the wool out, let 
it dry, crumbled it and put it back in. After two or three days it was very 
black and the wool seemed to have dissolved. He painted it on a piece 
of softwood (not sure which type) and it seemed to take the colour 
very well, but he didn't say if it just stained, whether it soaked in deeper, 
whether it sanded well or whether it needed reapplying after sanding. 
Regards, 

Martyn Williams 



If you Google 'iron and vinegar wood stain’you will find guite a lot 
about this process. I am aware of this technigue and have tried it, but 
it depends on the amount of tannin in the wood. In order to get a good 

result you may need to 
add tannin to the timber. 
By the time you’ve done 
that you might as well 
buy a proprietary stain. 

If you do want to make 
your own stains, then 
Wood Finishing with 
George Frank/s a good 
book to read. Always 
take care and wear safety 
specs. The glass jar should not be stoppered otherwise the gas produced 
will cause an explosion. The resulting stain will only be surface deep, 
so all shaping will need to be done before staining. The stain will 
probably raise the grain, so you will also need to raise the grain and 
paper back before application. The reason for using these old-fashioned 
stains is so that the grain of the wood is visible, but for ebonisingyou 
usually want a deep black, which is why a proprietary black dye followed 
by black polish is normally used. 

Michael Huntley 


You can find lots of useful videos on YouTube 
- simply Google 'iron and vinegar wood stain’ 



NEW COLOUR RING 
SCREWDRIVER BIT SET 

With hand ratchet screwdriver and mini ratchet 


• Sel contains [waive 25mm Insert bits & twenty 
2amrti &3Z 1 shank mini screwdriver bHs 

• Colour rings on bh shank to denote type tor 
easefll identification, 

• High grade hardened loot siesl 

• I ncludos a bil holder that accepts both 1 /4" 
and mini hen bits. 

• Handy micro- size i w squa re drive 
ratchet for use with Ihe five spline sockets. 



A modern version of a tool shadow board 


Tool shadow boards 

Dear Tegan, 

I enjoyed reading about Tony Sutton's tool cabinet project in August's 
issue of GW. It reminded me of the hand tool storage/display boards 
that I saw both in RAF engineering and aircraft maintenance hangers 
and at civil aircraft maintenance centres that I had worked in/visited 
during my career, though of course there weren't many woodworking 
tools on display on those boards. These were described as 'tool shadow 
boards' and basically had a silhouette of each tool painted on the board 
behind the tool. The main idea was based around safety; to see at a 
glance if any tools were missing at the end of a work shift and which 
might therefore have been left inside some vital part of the aircraft. 

It also had the advantage that it was very easy to put the tool back 
in the correct place. 

Of course, where expensive tools are used in a communal workplace 
it also had the advantage of dissuading 'permanent' borrowing! The 
boards I remember were invariably painted with two very contrasting 
colours: a white or pale blue background with day-glow orange 
silhouettes. Some of these boards (in pairs back to back) were mounted 
on castor wheel trolleys that could easily be moved around as needed. 

Looking at Tony's finished storage/display cabinets it occurred to me 
that when several tools, especially of similar type/shape, were removed 
from the cabinet and being used on a project, that it might be a little 
difficult to subsequently recognise the correct places to put the tools 
back on. However, if there was an outline or silhouette of the tool 
painted on the back panel or stuck on with sticky-backed plastic, then 
you would instantly see what goes where. I always thought these 'tool 
shadow boards' looked impressive and professional at the time and if 
the majority of home hobbyists see little merit in this, then perhaps 
semi-professional or full-time woodworkers might see the benefits? 
Regards, 

Werner Cook 

What a fascinating glimpse Into the past, Werner! Thank you for sharing 
and also for your thoughts on making Tony’s project even better by 
incorporating a few tweaks here and there! 

Tegan Foley 
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WRITE & WIN! 

We always love hearing about your projects, ideas, hints and 
tips, and/or like to receive feedback about GW’s features, so do 



drop us a line - you never know, 
you might win our great Letter 
of the Month prize, currently a 
Trend Snappy Colour Ring bit 
set. Write to the address on the 
left for a chance to enhance 
your marking capability with 
this versatile workshop aid 




Above: 'Black Swan’ - a 
contemporary take on a 
Georgian demilune side table 

Left: A piston-fitted 'secret' drawer 
with a solid ebony bead framing 
the central marquetry panel 


Black swan demilune 


Made by Australian-born furniture- 
maker Paul Chilton, this stunning 
piece is a contemporary take on 
a Georgian demilune side table. 

In addition to the ballet 
references in this design - the 
dynamic poise of the legs, the 
Swan Lake-inspired contrast 
between their striking black 
colour and the restrained, warmth 
and elegance of the pear wood 
sunburst top - 'Black Swan' 
also embodies more personal 
inspiration for the designer. 

The piece's oak legs are poised 
in dance, flexing in a compression 
-fitting of either the corroboree 
or the ballet, or of course the 
curvature of the neck of a swan. 
Ebonised by the natural reaction 
of the oak's tannins and iron 
oxide, the striking black of the 
legs could equally be a nod 
to the charred trunks of an 
Australian summer bush fire. 

The top, made from English 
pear wood with its gentle 
autumnal hues, subtle figure and 
manicured sunburst, rests with 
restrained proportions atop the 
legs and the visual separation 


between the two is challenged by 
the legs cutting up and through 
the carcass to the top. In keeping 
with the avian aesthetic, feathers 
that have been stylised from the 
lyre bird wrap sweepingly around 
the top, in Paul's own original 
marquetry design made especially 
for the piece. 

Having spent a year studying 
with David Savage, Paul recently 
moved back to Australia where 
he is in the early stages of 
establishing his own workshop as 
an independent designer-maker. 
See www.paulchilton.com. 

I absolutely love the elegant poise 
of this piece and the addition 
of the marquetry finishes it off 
perfectly The feather detail looks 
almost lifelike; the contrast of the 
light-coloured top to the striking 
black of the legs is so effective and 
the little details on the drawers 
are stunning. David has clearly 
done a fantastic job in teaching 
this highly skilled student. 
Congratulations! 

GW\n conversation with 
designer-maker Paul Chilton 


Heated Tools for Pyrography 

The art or craft 

of decorating w - * " 

wood or leather ^ 

with heated 
tools 






Antex Electronics Limited 
2 Westbridge Industrial Estate 
Tavistock 
Devon PL 19 8DE 


A ^ 

Tel: 01822 613728 
Fax: 01822 617598 
Email: deborah @ antexcraft. com 

www.antexcraft.com 


the WoodRat 


is not just here for the 
dovetailing 



WoodRat’s Mortise Rail MR4 clocks in the length 
and position of any number of mortises. Each pair 
exactly placed on opposing stiles - simple, accurate 
and very quick! 


see it in action - w \v vv. wood rat .coni 

























REAL 

DEALS 

FOR YOU 


IMwwhmih 


FAITHFULL 


5m/16’ Autolo<J 


XMS15FATMAX5 


Wooden 


> Piece Carpenters 
Presentation B 

No.4 smoothing plane 
60 Yz block plane 
230mm (9”) try square 


8 Piece Splitproo 
Chisel Set 


Set with Wallet 

£29.99 

RRP £59.99 


XMS15CHISEL8 

Sizes: 6,10, 12,19, 25, 32, 38 
and 50mm (1/4” to 2”) 


XMS156XSET 

• Sizes: 14, 2x16,18, 20, 22, 25, 28 
and 32mm 


Black Hbjster Trousers with Kne^ 



SEE THEM IN ACTION 

ONLINE! 


Twin Pack Auto Locking 
(25cm/10” and 15cm/6”) 


Seven times faster than standard locking pliers! 
250mm/10” has a 48mm jaw capacity 
150mm/6” has a 25mm jaw capacity 


Pads XMS15TROU(WAIST SIZE) 

• Knee pads supplied 

• Available in waist sizes 32-38” 


£29.gd 

RRP £39.99 




TRY THE C.H.HANSON CHALLENGE 

and you could WIN an IPAD 


Win an tPa^, 

For ^sii 
Garopqftflian ante 


www.realdealsforyou.com 







WIN! A Robert Sorby Pro Edge 

Plus deluxe sharpening system 


Worth over £300 


Fancy winning your very own Robert Sorby ProEdge 
Plus deluxe sharpening system, as tested by Andy 
King in issue 299? See below to find out how! 


The ProEdge from Robert Sorby represents the ultimate system for sharpening your woodworking 
tools. Its unique design incorporates many years of experience in producing the keenest of edges 
accurately and efficiently. The ProEdge takes all the guesswork and effort out of sharpening all 
your woodworking tools and requires no complex assembly - it can be plugged in and used 
straight from the box. 

The patented angle setter ensures that the same angle is achieved time after time. 

It incorporates a pre-set of all the most popular bevel angles - 90, 80, 60, 45 , 35 , 30 , 

25, 20 and 15 0 . It is a strong, well-engineered unit, which can be located anywhere 
in the workshop. 

Sharpening is carried out by means of a series of inexpensive abrasive belts — 
aluminium oxide for bench and carving chisels, knives and plane irons; zirconium for 
HSS turning tools, drill and router bits; ceramic for rapid heavy-duty sharpening. 

Any changing of belts is a simple, straightforward task. Because of the 
composition of each belt, sharpening is extremely fast and yet there is a 
professional, high-quality finish. As the sharpening operation is quick, there 
is no fear of over-heating and consequently damaging the tools. Supplied with 
two belts and a full instruction manual. 


Name three bevel angles the ProEdge Plus is capable of replicating 


HOW TO ENTER 


Answer the question above, then fill in your personal details, cut out the coupon (or photocopy it) and send it to: 


Robert Sorby competition GW300 

Good Woodworking 
MyTimeMedia Ltd 
PO Box 269 
Haslingden 
Rossendale 
Lancashire BB4 ODJ 

The first person to be drawn at random will receive the 
Robert Sorby ProEdge Plus deluxe sharpening system 

The closing date for entries is 29 January 2016 

Only one entry per person; multiple entries will be discarded. Employees of 
MyTimeMedia Ltd and Robert Sorby are not eligible to enter this competition. 


Please attach the coupon below to your entry: 

Name. 

Date of birth. 

Address. 


Daytime telephone. 
Mobile. 


Postcode. 


Email address. 

Please ensure your personal details are correct as they will be used to contact you if you win. 

By supplying your email/address/telephone number, you agree to receive communications 
from MyTimeMedia Ltd and other carefully selected third parties. 

If you do NOT wish to be contacted by Good Woodworking and MyTimeMedia Ltd, please tick here: email □ post □ phone □ 
If you do NOT wish to be contacted by carefully selected third parties, please tick here: email □ post □ phone □ 

For our full Privacy Policy and Terms and Conditions, please go to www.getwoodworking.com 






















Les Thorne gets 
in the mood for 
Christmas and 
shows you how to 
turn three fun decorations 
for your tree 

I n the course of my turning year I make a huge diversity of stuff 
from little tiny buttons up to large-scale mouldings and columns. 

I post a lot of photos of my work on Facebook and Instagram and 
get quite a good response from people. Amazingly, these pieces 
have created a bigger response from my non-woodturning friends than 
any other thing I've shown them. It goes to prove that Christmas is huge 
business, even in early October when I wrote the article! If I was still 
doing craft fairs, I think I would forget the arty stuff and just make lots 
of snowmen. 

These particular pieces are not really my design - they are a mix 
of projects and work that I have seen over a period of time. Whether 
you colour or paint the work is completely up to you. If you do decide 
to paint them, then make sure you use a piece of plain timber such as 
white beech or tulipwood and ensure to seal them first. 

The scale of the snowman and the tree can be adjusted quite easily 
and they could both be made from green timber and allowed to crack 
and split naturally. Wet wood is difficult to paint but will take a stain 
reasonably well. Have fun with these projects and I'd love to see some 
photos of the versions you've made! HE 
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Christmas decorations 





Icicle 


A Pic.i Having not made anything like this for 
a number of years, I decided to test out my 
drawing skills - this gave me an idea of what 
size of timber to use 


A Pic .4 It's that time again to support it with 
your finger. My left finger is underneath the 
toolrest and just touching the wood; this will 
help you to turn very thin and is safe as long 
as your digits are behind the wood 


A Pic.7 Holding one end in the chuck means 
you only have to put very light pressure on the 
tailstock. The piece is very weak now so you 
have to be very careful in taking the top down 


A Pic.g Greens and reds are traditional colours 
so brush and spray on a mixture of spirit stains. 
Felt-tipped pens would also work well. This is 
a great project for kids to colour in 


A Pic.2 Because I was planning to go very thin, 

I decided to hold one end in a chuck. About 8mm 
of timber right at the end is wasted, so I take 
that down with the 10mm skew chisel 


A Pic.5 The steps are cut in with the 10mm 
round skew. Present the point of the tool to 
the work with the handle low; as you lift the 
tool it will slice into the wood and give you 
great definition and a good finish 


A Pic.8 Removing the waste from the tailstock 
with the lathe running is best done with a skew. 
Turn the lathe off and cut off using a pen knife, 
but be careful not to pull out the fibres 


A Pic.10 Next, spray some gold and silver paint 
onto the work and you will find this gives you 
an interesting mottled effect, which I think 
looks really good 


A Pic.3 I like to size a piece before I start the 
shaping. Here, I've taken the wood down in 
stages without making it too weak. Take it 
steady and you should avoid too much vibration 


A Pic.6 The bulbous bit at the top of the icicle 
is a simple bead. The pencil line in the centre 
is a guide for me to turn the bead evenly - 
the spindle gouge is perfect for this, but 
use the skew if you are confident in doing so 
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iTurning 

Christmas tree 



A Pic.i This project is a great way of using up 
your scrap wood. Turn it round, put one end in 
the chuck and mark lines that decrease in width 


A Pic.2 Start to make the shape of the tree in 
a block form. Don't take the trunk down too 
far at this stage as it will weaken the piece 


A Pic.3 Make a slicing cut with the 3mm parting 
tool, with the point cutting above centre. If the 
tool starts to bind, make a relief cut to one side 



A Pic .4 Each one of the sets of branches is a 
simple half a cove. Keep the bevel of the tool 
rubbing throughout the cut for a good finish 



A Pic.7 Mask off the tree and spray or paint the 
base black or brown. Use the 10mm skew chisel 
to cut down the stem to the required diameter 



A Pic .9 Using the gouge in a bevel rubbing cut 
will give a good finish. First, check the tool will 
fit easily in the place where you want it to go 



A Pic .11 Here I used a green spirit stain but a 
mottled effect of green and a wood coloured 
stain will also work very well 



A Pic .5 Keep the flute at 2 o'clock as the gouge 
runs down the curve. The flute will need to go 
over to 3 o’clock as you near the larger diameter 



A Pic.6 Make the tree container look like half 
a barrel. A simple taper with some grooves cut 
in it gives a good and easily achievable effect 



A Pic.8 To improve the finish on the underside 
of the branches, make a very light cut with the 
skew on its side, to create a shear cutting effect 





A Pic .10 Next, remove the support from the 
tailstock. If you are confident, turn the top 
down to a point and use your finger as support 



A Pic .12 Here I used brown oak spirit stain for 
the trunk. Part the piece off and finish the 
bottom with a sanding pad 
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Christmas decorations 


Snowman 



A Pic.i Take a piece of beech measuring 70mm 
in diameter, or scale it up. Next, simply mount 
up the body between centres 


A Pic.2 Make ‘V’ cuts on the marks and round 
over the three beads for the body. Start with the 
handle low and lift as you work through the cut 


A Pic.3 Make all the cuts with the skew to mark 
out the positions of the beads. On beech, I find 
the gouge leaves a great finish 



A Pic.4 Here the long point of the skew is used 
to cut the curve; this will require some practise, 
but it is incredibly satisfying once mastered 



A Pic.5 The waste at the tailstock end doesn't 
need to be taken down any lower than that. 
The waste can then be cut off with a saw 



A Pic .6 To make the hat, mount up a small 
screw chuck; this is ideal as the hat will need 
a hole in it and you can utilise that to hold onto 



A Pic.7 Use a 60 x 60mm piece of sapele, which 
can be screwed and shaped with a gouge. 

I decided to go for a Dickensian-style top hat 



A Pic .8 Cut the end-grain with the gouge, so the 
bevel is in contact with the wood. Slow the feed 
speed of the tool towards the centre 



A Pic.9 After sanding down to 400 grit, cut back 
with synthetic fine wire wool. Give the hat a 
coat of sanding sealer followed by black lacquer 



A Pic.10 Place the hat at a jaunty angle. Sand 
the head of the snowman off just enough for 
the hat to fit at an angle - I did this by eye 



A Pic.11 Drill a hole at an 
angle in the head, use a 
double-ended screw and 


attach using a little PVA glue 



A Pic.12 The nose is a 6 mm 
piece of maple with a 4mm 
peg. Stain orange using spirit 
stain and glue it into the head 



A Pic.13 Create the eyes, 
mouth and buttons using a 
pyrography machine, or you 
could turn them if you wish 
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Firing imaginations 
for over 30 years 



Why throw it away? 

Use your wood waste to 
heat the workshop. 

An Oakfire will burn sawdust, 
shavings, offcuts & logs. 

4 sizes available: 

6kW, lOkW, 15kW, 20kW 


WOOD • MULTI-FUEL • GAS • ELECTRIC 


STOVAX | 

□ 

Fire Your 1 i 

magination 


01237 473900 
Workshopstoves.co.uk 


vvww, stovax.com 


ROBUSTLY IN THE UK 


















Keeping your workshop warm 


A s winter fast approaches, you may 
well have already noticed the drop 
of temperature in your workshop. 

By the time winter truly arrives, 
it's likely to feel as if you're working in a freezer 
every time you set foot in your workshop. 
Keeping your workshop properly heated is 
a serious business, because working in an 
unheated space can leave you with sore 
and aching fingers and muscles, leading 
to a reluctance in heading outdoors to do any 
woodworking at all. The cold temperatures can 
also prevent your wood glue and finishes from 
drying correctly, meaning that even when you 



Even in the depths of winter, your workshop can 
still be usable if you kit it out with appropriate 
insulation - obviously a warm jumper also helps! 



Gemma Hunt suggests a number 
of ways in which you can keep your 
workshop warm this winter and 
shows you a selection of woodburning 
stoves, all perfect for the job 


do go outside, the cold could have a negative 
effect on the quality of your work. So how 
exactly should you keep your workshop warm 
during the winter months? Below are some 
hints and tips, which I hope you'll find useful. 

The importance 
of insulation 

Good insulation can affect the warmth of your 
workshop without the expense of actually 
paying for heating. It seems obvious, but you 
should ensure that you close your workshop 
door firmly when you're inside - every little 
bit of trapped warmth helps! Thoroughly 
insulating your workshop will help to prevent 
any vital heat exiting through windows and 
skylights, and ensure that the cold air can't get 
in. If you're on a very tight budget, then even 
some DIY insulation around your windows and 
doors will make a big difference to the warmth 
of your workshop while costing very little. 


Installing a heating system 

If your workshop is very cold and you have the 
budget to solve the problem, then installing 
a heating system is your best option for keeping 
warm in the winter. The right heating solution 
for you will depend on the size of your 
workshop and the amount of time you tend 
to spend in it each week. If you have a small 


workshop that you only spend a couple of 
hours in over the course of the weekend, for 
example, it could well be that a small space 
heater will provide all of the heat you need. 
However, if your workshop is large and you 
spend a lot of time in it then you will probably 
need a heating system that is professionally 
installed. You should never choose to install 
a heating system yourself unless you area 




A glowing woodburner and 
a basket full of logs - heaven! 


All stocked up and ready for 
the cold months ahead 


It's important to store logs so they stay dry 
during winter - an undercover log store is ideal 
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Keeping your workshop warm 


Know your woodburner 

Relax Woodburning Workshop & Greenhouse Stoves 

This range allows you to heat your workshop, greenhouse, garage, shed or industrial unit. 

The range includes seven sizes and heat outputs from the relax Ri at 4kW to the mighty R7 
supplying 24kW of heat. 

■ www.thehotspot-shop.co.uk ■ www.workshopheaters.co.uk 

Cast-iron woodburning stoves and multi fuel stoves 

Clarke (or rather Machine Mart) sell some very inexpensive stoves, including the 7kW 
Boxwood. Although they are manufactured in China, the quality is respectable. 

■ www.machinemart.co.uk 


Greenheart 

Greenheart workshop stoves come in seven 
different sizes, so you can make your choice 
of stove and flue system depending on 
the size of your workshop. The Greenheart 
stoves start at a compact 4kW stove, which 
comfortably heats up to 65 cubic metres, 
ranging up to the i8kW workshop stove, 
which heats up to 250 cubic metres. 

■ www.workshopstoves.co.uk 

Dowling Firebug 

The Dowling Firebug is a i2kW workshop 
stove that would also look good in a rustic 
domestic setting. Dowling's stoves occupy 
the borderland between domestic and 
industrial. 

■ www.dowlingstoves.com 


Oakfire 

Solidly built and robust, Oakfire workshop 
stoves are made right here in the UK. These 
stoves are designed specifically to burn 
sawdust, shavings, offcutsand other timber. 
They feature a unique Double Air Tube, 
as well as primary and secondary air vents. 

■ www.workshopstoves.co.uk 

Tecnik stoves 

Tecnik stoves are one of the UK's leading 
manufacturers of workshop stoves. These 
are designed predominantly for the carpentry 
workshop to burn sawdust, wood shavings 
and solid timber. Available in 8,12, 20 and 
24kw versions they are simple to operate 
and the heat output can be easily controlled. 

■ www.tecnikstoves.co.uk 


qualified contractor or feel very confident in 
the process: even the safest of heating systems 
could be very dangerous if the heater and vents 
aren't installed in exactly the right locations. 

Woodburning stoves 

Most of us don't have the budget to kit out 
our workshops with the latest bells and 
whistles heating system, and this is where 
the woodburner comes in, although these 
also come with their own safety concerns. 
Workshops and sheds are classed as Temporary 
structures' and are therefore not regulated 
in quite the same way as an appliance being 
fitted to a building. Manufacturers still have 
an obligation for the appliance to be 'fit for 
purpose' and the installer has a 'duty of care'; 
however, the building regulations (Document)) 
do not apply. Again, these are all things that 
need to be researched before you decide on 
which system best suits you. There is a wide 
variety of wood burning stoves on the market 
now, many of which are specifically designed 
for workshops (see sidebar opposite). As you'll 
see, there's something to suit everyone. 

Safety concerns 

Of course, no matter what kind of heating 
system you choose to install in your workshop, 
there are safety concerns to consider, and 
safety should be the most important factor 
when choosing your heating system. Some 
heaters have open flames or red-hot elements 
as part of the heating process while there 
are others that do not. Obviously looking 
for a system that doesn't include any open or 
red-hot elements is important in a wood shop 
full of timber scraps, solvents and sawdust 
(something even the tidiest of workshops can't 
avoid having all over the floor at some point). 

It may well be worth calling your insurance 
provider before you install a heating system 
in your workshop, in order to ensure that 
it will be covered and protected by your 
policy in the very unlikely event that anything 
should happen. Reading reviews from other 
woodworkers who have installed the same 
system you are looking at in their own 
workshops may also help to relieve any 
safety concerns that you have. 

Another important factor is ensuring you 
contact your local authority's Building 
Control department as you want to be 
certain you won't be breaching any 
regulations; this could also potentially 
affect any insurance claims, so is worth 
researching thoroughly. Regulations differ 
from city to city, as well as from country t 
0 country, and it pays to know which of these 
do or do not affect you. 

Warming your workshop for the winter 
doesn't have to be complicated. However, 
it is important that you go through all the 
relevant safety procedures and have your 
system installed by a professional in order 
to ensure that you're keeping your workshop 
as safe (and as warm) as possible. H£3 
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Complete £399.96 

Bought separately £591.7/ 

Code 717541 


*The accessory kit includes jaw protectors, 
universal anvil and holdfast. 



■rue iSN&mxt 

Hobby Plus 
1340 Workbench 


complete with Storage Module 
and Accessory Kit* 

This top quality, Swedish made workbench will be a 
welcome addition to any workshop. It is built to give 
service for years to come. Made from home grown 
selected Scandinavian timber. 

If you take your woodworking hobby seriously or are a 
professional looking for an additional bench, these are 
made for you.The trestles and underframe are solid timber 
and only require a minimal amount of self assembly. 

A solid birch top provides a traditional resilient work surface. 
The vices and top feature dog holes (with 4 bench dogs 
supplied), allowing larger items to be securely clamped. 

Length 1,470mm - Width 500mm - Height 820mm 


BriMarC ^ndyoux nearest Sjobergs stockist call 03332 406967 or visit brimarc.com/1340 

p r j ces include VAT and are valid until 31 st December 2015 or while stocks last 


.the 

hot 
spot 

I rn i il/ 


Distributors of the 
original RELAX 
workshop stoves rco uk 

• Cast iron tops 

• Superior air controls 

• Unbeatable quality 

• Range of 7 stoves 

• Best workshop stoves on the market 

• Still sold with a personal service 

Phone: 01889 565411 

Dovefields Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter STM 8GA 

Find us on Facebook "thehotspotuk" f 

www.thehotspot.co.uk 







































The keel of a yacht being 
re-secured - a collector's 
piece in this fibreglass age 


A dream to start a project rebuilding and 
re-floating pre-war wooden sailing ships 
to aid a local maritime community is now 
thriving in its 25th year, and at its heart? 
Carpenters! Barrie Scott reports here 


ormandy’s Alabaster Coast is boat 
enthusiasts' country and always has 
been. From shellfish harvesting, yacht 
racing and pirate legends, right up to 
the ferries that keep us in the UK supplied with 
cheese and wine, all was historically founded 
upon the work of the region's boatbuilders. 


Rescue & restore 

The early 1990s saw an upsurge of interest 
in pre World War II wooden sailing ships that 



Howto secure a mast. Strutted, braced and 
bracketed. Note the octagonal shape at the 
fixing point to restrain it from twisting 


once worked the Normandy coast. They are the 
last generation of the old-style boats, many 
ending their days half sunk in creeks along the 
French seashore. Francois Charbonnier, director 
of ‘Les Voiles d'Espoir' (The Sails Of Hope), and 
a team of volunteers, founded a movement 
to rescue and restore such a vessel in the 
town of Fecampe. The idea was to involve some 
local young people whose lives had become 
directionless, in a community that perhaps the 
modem world had left behind. Many had been 
in care, had little education and their horizons 
were limited. They were to be introduced to 
boatbuilding skills connecting them with the 
history of their coastline by working among 
people who enthuse about the subject. 

'School of the 
Second Chance' 

To take a once robust seagoing vessel, faithfully 
restore it to a state where it can be re-registered 
for use and then take them to sea offered 
the youngsters a journey that Charbonnier 
describes as the 'School of the Second Chance; 
seeing how things are made and can also be 
repaired: “Being three days from land, under 
sail, they learn to co-operate, check their pride 



The bowsprit where the foresail is secured 


and it brings out their human qualities." 

After 25 years the group have achieved the 
restoration of five such vessels. The task is now 
backed by the local Round Table, the Chamber 
of commerce and various government 
agencies. The small fleet of old-fashioned 
working sail-boats brings in tourists from 
across France and beyond for pleasure cruises, 
adventure holidays, etc. The youths come out 
the other end with certificates of competence 
and good attitudes. Also, if they want it, a solid 
foundation to become master boatbuilders. 

In short, the dreams and philosophical talk 
have paid dividends. The group is now known 
as ASDAM - 'Association Fecampoise Pour le 
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Rebuilding wooden sailing ships in Normandy 




This old craft was in for a cheap fibreglassing refurb. Sandrine was ashamed 
at the cost-cutting exercise, which will only superficially extend its life 


It's a long way down when the boat is hoisted above the keel 



Wooden washers to 
bolt on the iron keel 
- a basic device but 
note the shaping, 
which follows that 
of the hull 

Something a bit 
more modern 
being refitted 



Development des Activites de Mer'. (There 
are translatable websites under this title.) 

Carpentry expertise 

Large wooden boats involve specialised 
carpentry, which necessitated the employing 
of carpenters with the right backgrounds to 
overseethe project. SandrineTannecwas 
one. She spent a few years providing carpentry 
expertise as part of the ASDAM crew. Now she 
has her own business as part of a three person 
cooperative running a boatyard situated along 
the coast in Dieppe. However, she greatly 
valued her experiences at Fecampe. The cause 
was a positive one and the work itself gave her 
the opportunity for involvement in challenging 
projects seeing major reconstruction through 
from the design stage to the finish. The earliest 
assessments would talk in terms of how many 
thousands of working hours were predicted. 

Sandrine is from a seagoing family on the 
Caribbean island of Martinique. Like many 
'yach ties', sailing and boatbuilding was in her 
blood from an early age and the bulk of her 
adult career has been in teaching her skills. 
Currently, her boatyard provides a repair and 
maintenance service to wooden yachts as well 
as the local fishing fleet. 

Functional VS fine finish 

The woodwork in boatbuilding lacks some of 
the precise complexities of joinery. Much is 
bolted and rove-nailed together rather than 
jointed; appearances are mostly functional 
rather than fine-finish as with furniture making. 
Steam-bending of hull timbers is possibly the 
most complex operation but the know-how 
in the structure and weathering of a boat is 


extensive. Nasdam has saved some of these 
Normande traditions from extinction - along 
with the boats. 

In the Dieppe workshop some basic 
refurbishment work was underway. Getting 
the boat in position and secure before even 
starting work, especially those with keels, 
is a major operation needing experience. 

The boathouse has a long history in the 
small vessel trade. It has a slipway, heavy 
winching gear and can accommodate and take 
on sizeable boats. I even spotted some old kit 
inherited from a previous owner. Very few now 
use wooden jawed vices but they're tough and 
several are still used daily. The machinery is on 
a large scale; the sanding bobbin had a 3m bed 
for shaping the hefty hull ribs. 

Work was underway securing the iron 
keel of a sporting wooden yacht. They were 
replacing timber washers of about 50 x 50 x 
200mm with a 20mm hole to take the steel 
rod. Simple enough but the base of each had 



The Japanese saw demonstrated: ripsaw 
on one cutting edge; cross-cut on the other 


to be individually angled to fit tidily against 
the shape of the deck. 

The biggest job on hand was fibreglassing 
the hull of another handsome old sailboat. 
Sandrine half joked that I shouldn't look. It will 
serve to stiffen and seal the timbers but the 
boat, she says, was “doomed to destruction." 
Due to a shortage of money, the client had 
elected to have a cheap repair that was sealing 
in the worst problems rather than cutting 
out perished timbers and caulking them in 
a manner that will move with the expansion 
and contraction of a ship. In addition, she was 
covered head to toe in protective clothing as 
the dust of the resin mixtures is highly toxic. 
“Traditional woodwork is a noble food for 
the spirit. Being coated in industrial chemicals 
is the opposite.” Many in the woodworking 
industry face such dilemmas. The type of work 
you have to take on is dictated by the market. 
Who couldn't sympathise - especially with 
one who worked with The Sails of Hope'. 023 



A selection of yachtwright’s tools 
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hand tools and wood chisels specialist 

Ashtey lies - Henry Taylor - Robert Sorby - Joseph Marples 
Veritas - Clifton - Thomas Flinn - Fiexcut - Ice Bear 

All items in stock, ready lor dispatch.. 

*uni&55 marked otherwiee all prices iftctustw of VAT 




Tool! 4 Nut 

■ £ 5 ruLlk 



saw horses 

A 




COFFIN SHAPED . 
MALLETS 

Lead wood and Wild Mango ^ 
(super weighted head) 


sharpening chisels plane blades 

tJimmqTofmkMs* 


measuring and marking 


£29.06 


*»SV> \ \ V Vf Order online today at 

\ www.1-oolnut.ca.uk 

> or call to order on 01424 224269 

jty **■» 

A 

O * 



Little Sister 

Big on Performance 


Little Sister is a mini hollowing 
tool based upon the highly 
successful Brother System 2 range 


Talk with your Hamlet 
Stockist today 


Compact fixing screw 
Hdlow through 13mm 
openings with easel 


hamlet 

CRAFT TOOLS 
sa tes@hamletcrafttools.com 
www.hamletcrafttoots.com 
+44(0)1142321338 



Tapered Stem 
for maximum rigidity 


Proudly 
Made in the UK 


3 configerations available 


vit*eo 

Free DVD 
included 


* **= 


< •«= 





Ask about the interchangeable scraper* Ref HS187B 



















Woodworking Classified* 
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TOOL RESTORING, WOOD VENEER & SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT 


Unloved? 

Unuseable? 



Stanley No. 5 'before & after' photo courtesy Peter He ms ley - The ToolRost 

Restore Rust Remover & Restore Rust Remover Gel 

Remove only the rust leaving sound metaF unaffected. 
Cleans and brightens brass and nickel plating. See more 
stunning “before & after’ examples on our website photo 
galleries. Find local and international stockists on the 
website. 

Shield Technology Limited. Tel: +44 (0)1472 360699 

Unit 69, Grimsby Business Centra Fax: +44 (0)1472 324685 

King Edward Street, Email: info@shieldtechnology.cc.uk 

Grimsby, DN31 3JH www.shieldtechnology.co.uk 

Distributor enquiries welcome 

SHIELD TECHNOLOGY 

Guarding Against Corrosion 


"Are You Mad 
About TOOLS "? 

"We are"! 

Mad 


About 





• Quick turnaround • Able to 
supply to fit most types of blocks 

• Many low priced standards 

from stock 

Tewkesbury Saw Co. Ltd. 

Newton Trading Est, Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8JG 

Tel: 01684 293092 Fax. 01684 850628 

www.tewkesburysaw.co.uk 


Visit Us: Unit 4 Eden Court, Eden Way 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 4FY 

+44 (0) 1525 851166 
sales@thewoodveneerhub.co.uk 


We provide the highest quality: 


Decorative, Exotic & Burr Veneers 
Coloured & Smoked Veneers 
Constructional Veneers 
Peel & Stick Veneers 
Tools & Accessories 


The Wood Veneer Hub 


www.thewoodveneerhub.co.uk 


Spindle Moulder 
Cutters & Limiters 

Made to Order! 
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vvwwaiialtfngwindsorchairs.co.uk 

OrdPi through PayPal on the website, or please contact Peter by 

uHing 0121 705 2196 oi Email, peterejudgece-gmall.ami or 

write to: peter t Judge 21 jomerby Drive, Sollhirll, West Midlands B91 3VY. 


Delivery to Europe £1 $.00plus iU OOpAp - America £15.00plus £22.SQp&p 
• Australia £75.00 plus £24.50p&p - Canada£15.00plus I22.50p&p 


SPECIALIST TOOLS, COURSES, TIMBER SUPPLY & FINISHES 


HOW TO MAKE THIS 
WINDSOR SIDE CHAIR 

by Peter E Judge 


The book is packed full of 
useful diagrams and colour 
photos on how to make 
this Windsor choir from start 
to finish. Every part of the process 
is explained in easy language, and In a step by step format, 
supported by dedicated photos and drawings, throughout Its 420 pages, 

Critique of the book from Mr R A of Florida. 

"Without doubt, it Is the most detailed and comprehensive Windsor 
chair construction book on the market today ; Finding detailed 
instructions on this subject has been difficult. I hove collected every 
book and article I could find. Your book beats them ah; no confert.' 


SURREY TIMBERS Ltd 


op Wood S 


ocking local & linpo 


■tiT 1 PriTT 


- 


Please come & select from our range: 


OAK, YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, M 
SYCAMORE & Morel 


All welcome Call in and see 
> Woodturners * Joiners, our huge range at; loseley 
■ Cabinetmakers Park, Guildford GU3 IMS 



Ct » v ^ 


V 

C3 


The leaders in water based finish technology 

^ v>N Pearl Effects 

Our new decorative acrylic paint 
is designed to create speciality 
pearlescent finishes. 

Pearl Effects may be applied over 
General Finishes Milk Paints, stains 
and water based top coats to create 
translucent metallic pearl effects. 


f *AL FEW® 

; W 

it 






Over 40 technique 
videos on our YouTube 
channel 

See web for shops & 
online stockists 
Trade & stockist 
enquiries welcome 


IQ 


Samplesshown glazed using 10% Extender 
& dry brushed over Lamp Black Milk Paint. 


Tel: +44 131 661 5553 info@generalfinishes.co.uk 

Unit 13, Peffermill Parc, 25 King's Haugh, Edinburgh, EH16 5UY. 

www.generalfinishes.co.uk 


ADD A NEW DIMENSION 
TO YOUR WORK WITH 


^ 1 1 L X L l 

ununt? 

, Today! l 

1 

Easy to use tools that do 
not require heat or power 


Ip 


■Mr 


Ideal wherever wood and steel can combine to make stylish... 

• Furniture 
Clocks 
Signs 

Frames & Decorative Panels 
and so much more 

Call today tor mir tree Catalogue *nd It you quota the promo corifl W»WW1 5" 

We will send you our new ttelro DVD tree of Charge 

J & C R Wood Ltd, Drr* MfcWWtS, 66 Clough Road, HULL HUS ISfl 
01482 345067 i KilovJ jamlcrwood.co.uk 

www.metal-craft.co.uk 
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SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT, COURSES, TIMBER SUPPLY & FINISHES 



^StarkieSharp . 

The Diamond Sharpening Specialists m 




- 


Diamond Sharpening Perfeclio 




rhEcicntjl 

IW FW£6 
Jritomal Nut 
r-yonth 06.45 


Chainsaw Discs 

The Ultimate 
Power Carving 
Experience! 

Cut. Carve, Shape, Notch, 
Trench & Groove in Seconds! 
Massively increases productivity! 


Shown Lancelot 
& Squire in Tanctefn 
Richard Starkie Associates. www. Starkle Sharp .com 

Timber Cottage Wislow, Leicester, LE8CQF Email;sales@starkies,cum 








Reuotiflionise your hand tec I skills wrth David's 
five day To pt Tuning teurie; uUlmirte plane tuning, 
cht>et preparation and planing skills, Subsequent 
courses cover Dovetailing and Drawer Malting/Fitting 
Five day courses run from April to August 
ftffW Weekend Courses from September 2014 
David is a legend of the UK wnflei working sreme 
and has a wonderful teaching workshop in an idyllic 
location in Hartland, North Devon. 


David SJIfrwOMJ 


C&ntacl Davrd on. 

01237 441188 <jf email davldthari#anLeona 
wvuw.davidfhartesvwart h.to.tik 



Thirty years 
teaching 
furniture design, 
making and restoration 


TREE 

STATION 



Quality English Sawn Timber: 

» Rough sawn or planed 
» Wide variety of species and thicknesses 
» Sustainably grown and kilned 



Please get in touch or visit our website 
www.treestation.co.uk - 0161 2313333 


High quality oil-wax finish 
professional users! 

> Extremely tough and hardwearing 

> Very water and dirt resistant 

> Suitable for children’s toys (EN 71.3) 

> Microporous, breathable finish, which 
does not crack, peel, flake or blister 


Call or visit 
website for 
stockists. 


+ 44 ( 0)1296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 


especially developed for 




osmo 
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SHOP & WEB GUIDES 


TOP QUALITY - LOW PRICES 

VSM - V1TEX ABRASIVES 

KK532F Starter Pack [ 4 Metres) £ 12 >95 
inc. VAT md UK. posl. metre each of grits 
BU.I20, m tSD.240m 400,600 
Also the NEW * GRIP - A - blSC * 
Power Sanding/Finishing System 
Plus Sots of Bells. Discs, Stars,Lowcosi KK114 
We also stock WOODTURNERS SUPPLIES 
Timber/Bowl B lank js/ 1 tab/Waxes/Fin isites 
Gliits^hucks/Glasswurc/Cyilc^'/SiiiHlries, 
SAEFOR CATALOGUE 
Jilt Piers Wo&dtuming Supplies 
2 Kimberley Villas, Soulhmill R oad, 
BISHOPS STORTFGRD. HERTS CM2 33DW 
Td/Fax: III 279 653760 


MAIL ORDER 
NARROW BANDSAW 

BLADES 

MANUFACTURED TO 
ANY LENGTH 

PHONE NOW FOR QUOTATION 
OR PRICE LIST 

TRUCUT 

Spurside Saw Works, The Downs, 
Ross-Qn-Wye, Herefordshire HRS 7TJ 
w ww.tr u c utba nd saws. co. u k 

Tel: 01989 769371 
Fax: 01989 567360 


Visit our website at www.hobby.uk.com 

The Modelmaker’s 

Yearbook 3.25 

Annual 2016*No.46>320 Pages PSP FREE 


HOBBY'S 


• NEW EASY CUTTERS & POWER TOOLS 
MECHANICAL ALARM CLOCK KIT 

• NEW ICONIC TV/FILM KITS 

• HERITAGE STEAM ENGINE 



MAROUETRY KITS WITH OVO MATCHITECTURE 
ONETHOUSANO 


HOBBY*** 

a _ ^ 



ANC ONE NIGHTS 
NEW ARTICLES 

METAL EARTH 
HANOSOME CAB 
MATCHSTICK CLOCK 


FREE PLAN COUPON 

WORKING MATCHSTICK 
ROCKING HORSE 


HFRMLF I WENINfifF MECHANICAL 
CLOCK WORKS DELIVERED EX STOCK 


Retirement Sale Alt prices reduced 


Martin H Dunn Ltd 

The Cfocfc Eiiitn Clvfcc-i rtaau 
Nr'tb KHlinKitmlnw Manila L imralfT^lurp fiNAuJUti 

WHtw iilartinhiti rnM.ctt4*k 
FREE PRINTED CATALOGUE 

ShyWrxJWnClJpti Mtrw I>i 1<5aih ■ Sfltti, Sort iftahi - IpAn 

T*|: 01469 540301 


Hobby’s (Oept GW) 
Knight’s Hill Square 
London SE27 OHH 
020 8761 4244 
mail@hobby.uk.com 
www.hobby.uk.com 
Available from WH Smith & leading newsagents or direct | 


to advertise 
here please 
call David on: 

01689 


{69 867 


Dowelmax 

The ultimate doweling jig 
for furniture makers 


Brings production technology to the small shop 

"Fast, accurate and a joy to use, a superb tool" 


visit www.dowelmax.co.uk 


or telephone: 01352781168 - 07773718758 


Dowelmax Classic Metric and Junior Metric in stock 



The original milk pamL 
Tot authentic colour in 
■ill your woodworking 

and restoration projects 


Blut'beny) 


www. b I ueberry sto re.co . u k 
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BERKSHIRE I LEEDS 



Pj To cutters 

Spindle tooling ^ 

r Bandsaw, jigsaw & 

Ompa^ circular sawblades 

Online catalogue & ordering 

www.wealdentool .com 


WOKINGHAM TOOL 
COMPANY LTD 

97-99 Wokingham Road 
Reading, Berkshire RG6 1LH 
Tel: 0118 9661511 

www.wokinghamteols.co.uk 

H. R W. CS. BS. A. D. MO. 


D.B. KEIGHLEY 
MACHINERY LTD 

Vickers Pleace, Stanningley, 
Leeds, LS28 6LZ 
Tel: (0113) 257 4736 
Fax: (0113) 257 4293 
www.dbkeighley.co.uk 
P. A. CS. BC. MO. 

jetSS 


Musical Instrument Makers 7 Si Repairers 7 Supplies 





Largest selection of tonewoods, tools Si parts in the country. 
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome 

Touchstone Tonewoods, AkrtRcaclNoith,Reisat^RH29EZ 
Tel: 01737 221064 lax: 01737 242748 

www.touch$tonetonewood$.co.uk 


Woodworking Materials 

La/yc ieteeticn of products! 


* Clocks & Accessories (Quartz and 
Mechanical) ✓ Barometers v Thermometers 
^ Cabinet furniture * Screws ^ Plans Kits 
^ Polishes ** Adhesives v Abrasives etc. 
For FREE catalogue please contact: 


Cfi/HS M/OlO* Woodworking Supplies 
(OepUW) Beteiford Lana. Woolley Moor, Nr.Allralnn Derbyshire DE55 6FH 
Tel/fax: (01246) 590 062 
Email: milnerwoodwork@aol.eom 





























































Workshop 

The Company 
with Traditional Values 

Our aim is to provide 
quality items at a fair price. 


WORKSHOP 

The Company with 
Traditional Values 


In the hussle-bussle 
and impersonal world we 
live in today, l want to turn 
back the clock and provide 
a good old fashioned, 
personal , professional and 
friendly service to all my 
customers. 


Worlds first Bolt Atlton 
Pett 
Kit 


Vincent ( mics pntprhun 

* Pen Kits 

* Woodturning Tools 

* Abrasives > Adhesives 
• Bushing Sets 

* Finishing Products 
• Books & DVDs 

Pen Making Accessories 
• Workshop Furniture 

* Knife Making Sets 
* Turning Projects 


The Turner a Workshop will appeal to oil Woodturner*, Pen Makers, 

Pen Collectors, Craftsmen and Crufl-UuUvs! Visit tnir uHNprrkiMiiv shop at: 


WWW.theturnerSWOrkshop.CO.uk let: 07870 587615 email: maily theturnerSworkshop.co.uk 

WAREHOUSE/VISITING ■ UNIT !3, MORGAN BUSINESS PARK, MVI.ORt) CRF.S, 

CAMPKRDOWN I NO. EST, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNK. Nil 2 5U| 

£39 &% imm tJOBIttltj Bri^arc 


Visitors by priiir appm fitment ft i *#*ir warehouse 




charcutfood 


Woodworking machinery at its bestI 


Charnwood have recently 
introduced a new range 
of pen turning 
products to their range! 

The Range includes 20 colourful acryl ic blanks that 
are 19mm diameter x 130mm long, being round 
already they cut down on turning time and you don’t 
get any chipping's coming off. 


The pen collection starts with the standard 7mm slimline twist 
pens available in gold, gun metal, chrome, copper and black 
chrome with matching click pencils available in the same colours, 

For the more adventurous there are chunky tfr 
Cigar pens in Gold & Slack, Gold & Gun Metal, 

Chrome & Black and Gun Metal & Black with Cigar 
pencils available in Gold S Black and Chrome & Black. 

Also in the range are the popular Sierra pens, available In: 

Gotti & Black, Gold Gun Mela!and Chrome 3 Gun Metal with 
matching pencils available in Gold & Gun Metal and Chrome & Gun Metal. 

A couple of Mini Key Chain pens in Gun Metal and Chrome and two 
Christmas Tree Decorations finish the range in Gold and Chrome. 


For more details or to find yout t\ earest stockist visit ^hMIUtfQOA 

www.charnwood.net c ,M 

Charriwood Cedar Court. Walker Read, Bardon Hill. Leicester LE67 ITU • t. 01 530 516926 • s sales@clraniwood.net | 
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CARDS ON THE TABLE 

Inspired by a thrift shop find, Glenn Perry makes 
a table with folding flaps and added decoration, 
which is ideal for playing cards on. This project 
also comes with its own A 2 pull-out plan! 


YOUR NAME IN LIGHTS 

Immortalise your first initial in lights, just like 
Broadway! Sam Hyams shows you how to make 
this effective project - the perfect lamp for your 
living room 


DISCOVER AXMINSTER 

Andy King recently attended Discover Axminster, 
the first education expo of its kind held at 
Bridgwater College, which boasted an impressive 
line-up of leading names in the industry 

CREME DE LA CREME 



Back in August, we published the shortlist for 
the Wood Awards 2015. The winners were finally 
announced in November after three gruelling 
months of waiting... we reveal the full list 


PLUS... 


Michael Huntley considers whether Japanese 
tools are a ‘must-have’; Edward Hopkins makes 
a setting-out table with his latest apprentice; 

Les Thorne talks faceplate turning basics; Phil Davy 
makes and fits an internal door lining from scratch 
and we find out more about Nick Toye’s unique 
pyrography style 


























Woodworking Courses in the beautiful Lake District 


Woodwork Course 1 

(Tools and Things) 

A self-interest woodwork course 
where the aim is to give you the 
confidence and the knowledge to 
use basic hand tools and some of the 
more common power tools. 

You will be able to pick from a list of 
projects before you arrive that I believe 
you can complete in 5 days or less so 
that you will go home with one of them 
and you can proudly say "I made that". 

I cover the teaching of how to 
handle tools by getting you started on 
your project and, as you need to use a 
new piece of equipment, I show you 
how. This means that the instruction is 
fresh in your mind and you do the task 
there and then. 

On all courses there will only be a 
maximum of 4 at a time, this will mean 
that I will be available when you 
need help and advice. 


Woodwork Course 2 

(Wood and Things) 

This is a continuation of course 1 
(tools and things) with the emphases 
on timber, what are acceptable defects 
in timber and what isn't, how do you 
write out a cutting list that means 
something to your supplier, what to 
look for when buying wood and what 
to avoid. 

You will ideally have done course 1 
(tools and things) or have a good working 
knowledge of how to use hand tools and 
have used hand held power tools. 

The projects for you to pick from will 
be more complicated and will involve 
the use of the more sophisticated hand 
tools and hand held power tools and will 
include using some of the static power 
tools in the workshop. We will also be 
looking at buying timber, making cutting 
lists and drawing plans. 


www.woodworkshop.co.uk 


Woodwork Course 3 

(Project Days) 

The advanced course is rather different 
from the previous two. 

To come on this course you will need 
to have done both the other courses and 
have used your skill at home on your 
own projects and be ready to take on 
something more difficult. 

WoodRat Courses 

This course will teach you all the 
principles that you need to know! 


Visit our website for more information & 
updates on 2015/16 course information: 

www. woodworkshop.co. uk 

t: 01768 899895 

e: enquiries@woodworkshop.co.uk 

The Wood Workshop 

7-8 Redhills Business Park, Penrith, 
Cumbria CA11 ODT 



Tecnik 

A stove for your workshop! 


I Tecnik stoves are one of the countries leading 
manufacturers of workshop stoves. Designed 
predominantly for the carpentry workshop to 
burn sawdust, wood shavings or solid timber. 

These stoves are an ideal way to heat your workshop 
for free and dispose of wood waste products at the 
same time. The top loading and vents design reduces 
the risk of hot ash spillage white combustible 
materials are around the area, ideal for workshops! 


• Available in 8kw, I2kw, 20kw and 24 kw. 


The benefits 
of a Tecnik Stove: 



To discuss your requirements with us w to ask a question or to 
place an order for one of oar stoves, please call Tecnik Stoves. 


tel: 01432 341555 or email: info@tecnikstoves.co.uk 



Manufactured in Hereford using the latest cnc ptasma 
cutting and pressing equipment prior to welding. 
Finished in 8oo°C heat resistant paint. 

Top venting and loading to reduce the risk of hot 
ashes on combustible floors. 

Waste disposal combined 
with free heating source. 

48 hr delivery. Or free 
collection from our work. 

Instructions included with 
your stove, 

0 VISA 

www.tecnikstoves.co.uk «» 









Michael’s muslngs 





▲ Pic.2 Measuring the gap using two pointed sticks in order to fit a shelf 


A Pic.3 Checking dimensions on a multi-part frame, diagonals 
checked and all corners square, then the five-part mid rail can be 
measured using butted metal rules to extend a lm rule to 1 . 6 m 


Measurements 

Think you know everything there is to know about measuring? 
Think again! Michael Huntley tells all here... 


Surely there is nothing to muse over about 
measuring: you get a tape out, hook the end 
over and read off the length. Well, sort of. 

I have a whole load of measuring devices 
that I use for different purposes. What got 
me thinking about how to use a ruler or tape 
was a day when a cabinet-frame was being 
assembled and with it all laid out on the floor 
of the workshop, I noticed that the lower rail 
(made by someone else) was 5mm longer than 
the upper rail. Because of the unusual joint 
structure it wasn't possible to just lay the two 
rails side by side and check them. It was also 
too wide/long for my metre rule that I use for 
all accurate measurements, (tapes are too 
variable to use for cabinet-work). So what 
tools do you need and how do you discipline 
yourself to arrive at the same measurement 
twice? I have often heard people commenting 
on how every time they measure timber, 
it comes out different. 

Knowing the methods 

The first thing is to know the different methods 
between internal and external measurement. 


The simplest and most accurate way to take 
an internal measurement is to use two pointed 
sticks and cramp them together, (Pic.2) 
making sure they are parallel to the floor. 

I am ignoring 'digital tapes' as I don't have 
one. If measuring an alcove, do so at several 
different heights, but what I like to do is cut 
two 50 x 25mm sticks and wedge them in on 
either side of the alcove. You can then square 
them up and check exactly what size truly 
square cabinet will fit in the undoubtedly 
non-truly square alcove! 

Metal is better 

For external dimensions a flexible tape is 
fine for rough work but a metal rule is better. 
Owning two metal rules is better than one 
because they can be overlapped if you have 
a cabinet that is 5ft wide, as we did, (Pic.3 ).1 
have a lm rule and a 2ft rule, both metal. Now 
here I have deliberately introduced what is said 
to be a sure way of messing up measurements: 
I have used metric and imperial in the same 
sentence! Well, as a restorer I have to be able 
to work on modular pieces made to both 


systems. However, it is also an age thing. 

I trained in 1973, the year of decimalisation. 

I was brought up with feet and inches but 
I was quick to realise that for smaller 
increments, millimetres were much easier 
to use. So I have been quite happy using 
a 10mm drill at i6in centres if required. 

Check twice 

I am however, very careful to check everything 
twice and write it down. Too many people rely 
on a mobile phone to add up dimensions and 
then have no copy of their workings to go back 
to when something doesn't fit. Another tip is 
to avoid parallax error. This occurs when your 
eye is not vertically over the ruler scale. You 
can end up reading the adjacent division to 
the one you want. There is also the issue of 
needing eye tests, which comes round pretty 
regularly at my age. I need a special pair of 
'bench' glasses as my optician calls them. 

Finally, if you want accuracy then buy a 
Vernier calliper or a kegaki scribing gauge for 
all small measurements in joint cutting. Both 
will make a huge difference to your work. HE 
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NEW 

HANDS ON 
SHARPENING 

A range of double-sided stones for trade professionals, utilising 
Diamond Cross Technology, providing the perfect balance between 
diamond & recess, maximising abrasion rates & clearance of debris. 



5” file with handle 8” bench stone for Specialist stone Credit card stone with 4” double handled 

for sharpening sharpening chisels designed for router handle for chisels & files for larger bladed 

sawblade teeth. and plane irons. cutter sharpening. woodturning tools. garden tools. 


Available at Trend Routing Centres, visit www.trend-uk.com 


trend 


® 



YEARS 


Phone 01923 249911 or visit www.trend-uk.com for your free 
2015 Routing Catalogue & details of your nearest stockist. 


AD/15/06 
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Faceplate 
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See online for full details 


Prices valid until 28.2.2016 


Introducing the New Range of 
Woodturning Chucks and Jaws 


We are extremely proud to introduce the new range of Record Power woodturning chucks and jaws. 

This exclusive range has been developed using Record Power's extensive experience and knowledge of 
woodturning in conjunction with a group of highly experienced professional and hobby woodturners to bring 
you the ultimate in quality, versatility and value. 


Precision Engineered Gears 

Super Geared True-Lock™ technology 
ensures high levels of accuracy to 
provide smooth and solid operation. 


Heavy Duty Jaw Slides 

The improved and enlarged jaw slides 
give unsurpassed holding power and 
load bearing ability. They are made 
from high tensile steel, reinforced with 
nickel and copper and heat-treated to 
ensure superior strength. 


Sealed Backing Plate with 
Full Indexing 

The SC4 features a strong backing 
plate to protect the gear mechanism 
from dust and 72-point indexing 
around the full circumference. 


Jaw Fixing System 

The SC3 and SC4 feature a jaw 
fixing which will not only fit 
the Record Power series of Jaws but 
is also fully compatible with Nova and 
Robert Sorby brand jaws. 


Save £20 


Off Spring/Summer Catalogi 



www.recordpower.co.uk Tel: 01246 571 020 


Over 

100 

years 

Experience • Knowledge 
Support • Expertise 


^C ORONET 


Incorporating some of the most famous brands 
in woodworking, Record Power have been 
manufacturing fine tools & machinery for over 
100 years. Built to last we provide support for 
thousands of machines well over 50 years old, 
which are still in daily use. Testimony to the 
sound engineering principles and service support 
that comes with a Record Power product. 




















